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BULGARIA 


WESTERN MANIPULATIONS IN AFRICA ANALYZED 
Sofia NOVO VREME in Bulgarian No 8, Aug 79 pp 110-123 
[Article by Lyubomir Bozhilov: "The African Policy of Imperialism" ]} 


'Text | In the past two decades the African continent has been the arena of 
tempestuous revolutionary processes which are changing its political, 
economic and social aspect. After rejecting the yoke of colonialism, the 
African peoples are now focusing their efforts on social progress and on 
gaining economic “decolonialization," i.e., freedom from economic dependence 
on the capitalist countries, the establishment of equal economic reletions 
with them, and putting an end to the predatory exploitation of natura! aad 
human resources on the continert by the imperialist monopolies. 


The solution of this problem is inseparably linked with the strugele for 

the social liberation of the people's masses. The polarization of political 
forces is growing on the African continent. The influence of socialist 
ideas is rising and so is the role of the revolutionary democrats who are 
struggling for the implementation of profound socioeconomic changes. 


The historical victories achieved in this struggle are closely linked with 
the continuing change in the ratio of forces in the sorld in favor of peace 
and socialism, the assertion of the principles of peaceful coexistence, the 
selfless aid and support which the members of the socialist comity, the USSR 
above all, continue to render to the African peoples, and the growing unity 
between the national liberation movement anc the members of this comity. 
"The unity of action developed between the forces of socialism ana iin 
national-liberation movements in the course of the struggle against 
colonialism and for freedom and independence has bec tod’y a particularly 
important factor in global development and progress." 


With a view to preserving their economic, political, and strategic interests 
in Africa, the imperialist countries, headed by the United States, do not 
choose their weapons in their struggle against the progressive trends on 

the continent. Of late this is particularly clearly manifested: imperialism 
is coordinating its efforts within NATO in order to mount a counterattack, 
divide the national Liberation forces, isolate then from the socialist 














countrics and the other progressive forces in the world, retain the continent 
within the capitalist orbit, and resolve the problem of its long-lasting 
domination of Africa. “The policy of imperialism, neocolonialism, and all 
forms of oppression and exploitation," emphasized the concluding document 

of the Berlin Conference of European Commun.st and Workers Parties, "remain 7 
the principal threat to the peace, independence, and equality of the nations." 


Over 30 percent of the world reserves of mineral resources are found on the 
African continent. The capitalist world receives from Africa 90 percent of 
its diamonds, 80 percent of its cobalt, 80 percent of its gold, 62 percent 

of its platinum, 33 percent of its phosphate, and 27 percent of its copper. 
The African continent enables it to meet a large percentage of its require- 
ments for uranium, petroleum, coffee, cocoa, etc. Africa is rich in deposits 
of rare metals which are of particular importance to the military-industrial 
monopolies. Foreign capital investments in Africa are as high as $25 billion, 
while monopoly profits average 18 percent. Between 1950 and 1975 the 
American monopolies alone transferred from Africa to countries on the out- 
side profits totaling $5.5 billion, whereas U.S. capital investments withi 
the African economy within the same period totaled $2 billion 250 million. 


The extraction of tremendous profits from the exploitation of the continent's 
natural and manpower resources, as well as the attempts to keep the African 
countries within the economic and political orbit of capitalism were, and 
remain the basic motive forces guiding imperialist African policy. The 
nature of U.S. activities in Africa, pointed out Henry Winston, national 
chairman of the Communist Party of the U.S., "consists, as in the past, of 
ensuring the monopolies the possibility to earn tremendous profits through 
the suppression and exploitation of the peoples of Africa and the plundering 
f its incalcuable riches." 


The monopolies of the Common Market countries are also particularly interested 
in African resources. (The share of imports of most important types of raw 
material from this continent by England, France, and the FRG ranges from 30 

te GO percent.) It is determined not only by the great dependence of the 
Western European cconomy on the import of raw materials but the relative 
‘loseness of African sources to Europe. This considerably raises the com- 
petitiveness of Western European goods on international markets. 


The imperalist countries have always opposed the struggle waged by the 

African peoples for national independence, for placing under their sovercignty 
the resources of the continent, and their aspiration to follow a path of inde- 
pendent political and economic development. ‘The dependence of the inter- 
linked economies of the United States and Europe on imports of minerals from 
Africa," wrote LE MONDE DIPLOMATIQUE, “has always favored a policy of inter- 
ference." Their policy became particularly incisive with the advent of 

the raw material and energy crises in the capitalist world. 











However, changes occurred and are occurring in Africa threatening the 
interests of Western monopolies and strongly undermining the influcnce of 
the imperalist countries on the continent and the range of their neo- 
colonialist exploitation. Under the strikes of the national-liberation 
movement in Africa colonialism crumbled in its classical forms. “In the 
first half of the 1970's," the materials of the 25th CPSU Congress point 
out, “the final stage of the breakdown of the colonial system developed on 
that continent." Tens of independent countries replaced the few colonial 
empires. The breakdown of the colonial system was yet another proof of the 
further intensification of the general crisis of capitalism and the failure 
of its colonial policy. 


The struggle of the peoples on the continent did not stop with the elimina- 
tion of colonialism. On the contrary, it entered with even greater confi- 
dence its higher stage--the stage of the struggle for gaining economic 
independence as a prerequisite for true national independence. True 
political independence can be achieved only after reaching economic 
independence, for, as V.,1. Lenin emphasized, "Economic liberation is... 
precisely the main one." With growing persistence the Africsn countries 
are struggling for the establishment of a new economic order in the world, 
and for the restructuring of inequitable economic relations imposed upon 
them by the capitalist countries. Determining that the Western monopolies 
ire the main hindrance to their economic progress, a number of African 
countries are mounting an off. asive against their activities to one or 
another extent. In countries such as Algeria, Libya, Angola, Mozambique, 
Ethiopia, Madagascar, and others, foreign property was nationalized. In 
many others, monopoly activities were placed under state control. “In terms 
of the scale of nationalized foreign property Africa assymed a leading 
position among the other areas of the developing world." 


The role of the independent African countries in international life is 
growing. This is confirmed by their active participstion in the work of 

the United Nations and the other international forums and in the movement 

of nonaligned countries where most of them stand on anti-imperialist posi- 
tions. They are making their contribution to the struggle for the peace 
and security among nations. “In the liberated countries," said the message 
of greetings of L. I. Brezhnev addressed to the states and peoples of Africa 
on the occasion of African Liberation Day, “despite ali difficulties, major 
positive changes are taking place in domestic life and foreign policy. Ever 
more energetically the young countries are trying to strengthen their inde- 
pendence, raise the standards of the social, economic, and cultural develop- 
ment of the peoples, and protect their legitimate political and , gc onomic 
rights in the struggle against imperialism and neocolonialism.” 


The positions of the confronting class forces and the social content of the 
struggle waged by the African peoples are becoming ever more apparent in the 
new stage of the national-liberation revolution. Social contradictions are 
increasing on the basis of the intensifying socioclass stratification: 
Currently 17 percent of the continent's population earns 70 percent of the 




















national incomes” The ideological demarcation among political currents is 
yrowing as well. Whereas the right wing of the political circles is becoming 
ever more closely linked with imperialism and promotes its neocwlonial policy, 
the left wing is gradually adopting the ideas of scientific socialism. 


The African communists are in the vanguard of the struggle against imperialism 
and for the social liberation of the people's masses (Africa has 10 communist 
parties) together with the countries whose peoples rejected capitalism as a 
historical future for their socioeconomic development and chose a socialist 
orientation. This revolutionary process is developing in width and in depth. 
In the first half of the 1970's alone, this path was chosen by the peoples of 
Angola, Mozambique, Ethiopia, Benin, and Madagascar. Today African countries 
with a socialist orientation account for 30 percest of the continent's 
territory and about 25 percent of its population. 


in those countries the national-liberation revolution developed into a 
national democratic revolution. The latter is aimed not only at the 
strengthening of national independence but gives priority to the social 
liberation of the people's masses and the elimination of feudal and 
capitalist exploitation relations with a view to creating the necessary 
prerequisites for undertaking the building of socialism in the future. 
Their successful progress is based on the developing state sector in the 
cconomy, the implementation of radical agrarian reforms, and the democrat i- 
zation of social life through the involvement of the people's masses in the 

dministration of the country. The revolutionary process is not the same 
in all countries with a socialist orientation. The different conditions 
under which revolutionary changes take place, the different ratio of forces 
within the revolutionaty-democratic power bloc, and the different attitude 
of the ruling circles toward scientific socialism and the role of the 
working class predetermine the variety of methods, means, pace, and depth 
of the soctoeconomic changes being made in the individual countries. 


mn Anwola, Mozambique, the people's republic of the Congo, Benin, and Ethiopia, 
s  ieatitic soctalism was proclaimed the basis of ideological and practical 
wxtivities in all social life. These countries have built or are in the 
process of building vanguard parties based on Marxism-Leninism. The disscm- 
ination of the ideas of scientific socialism in Africa and the ever closer 
ties developing between the ideas of revolutionary democracy and scient il ix 
socialism are « q:alitatively new aspect in the development of the revolu- 
fionary process on the continent. 
The soctoclass nature of socialist oriented countrie: is also manifested in 
heir foreign political orientation. They pursue a systematically ant i- 
imperialist and antimonopoly policy and are strengthening their ties with 
the members of the socialist comity. 
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The substantial economic and strategic interests of imperialism in southern 
Africa are threatened as well. Never before have the racist systems ecx- 
perienced such pressure, both internal and external. The progressive 
national liberation movement in Namibia. Zimbabwe and South Africa do not 
conceal that the objective of their struggle is neither the gaining of 
imaginary national independence and the establishment of puppet neocolonial 
governments which will defend the interests of the “estern monopolies, nor 
the replacing of white exploiters with black, but the making of a revolution 
which will take these countries to a democratic way of development. 


The Western imperalist countries are also greatly concerned with the influence 
and prestige of the Soviet Union and the other socialist countries which 

are growing with every passing year among the African peoples, and the ex- 
panding political and economic ties between the countries of real socialism 
vid independent Africa. That is why, in recent years, the West has been 
secking ways and means to maintain its positions in Africa. It has formu- 
lated “new plans" for action which can be described only as plans for a neo- 
colonialist counterattack. In order to regain lost grounds, the imperialist 
countries are intensifying their subjective activities against the national- 
liberation movements and progressive countries in Africa and, above all, 
against those with a socialist orientation. They are opposing the attempts 

of the African peoples which are still in a state of neocolonial dependence 

on the former mother countries to overthrow the ruling proimperialist systems. 


Of late imperialism has been using a great variety of means and acting in 
several directions to turn back the revolutionary process and change the 
ratio of forces to its benefit. In order to maintain the neocolonial enslave- 
ment of the continent by the West, it is imposing unequal economic relations 
ind exerting economic pressure. It is strengthening the racist regimes in 
the southern part of the continent as the bastions of imperialism in Africa. 
it is encouraging the expansionistic aspirations of the Israeli Zionists, and 
strengthening its ties with the reactionary proimperialist forces and 
systems, actively using them in the struggle against the progressive classes. 
its propaganda centers are engaged in extensive ideological subversions 
simed at destabilizing the countries with a socialist orientation and dis- 
rediting the policies pursued by the USSR and the members of the socialist 
comity. Its secret services are organizing coups, physically liquidating 
noted progressive African political leaders, and recruiting mercenaries. 
They promote territorial disputes, separatist trends, and ethnic and religious 
differences. The recent events in Zaire, however, were yet one more proof 
that the imperialist countries have not abandoned direct military interven- 
tion in the domestic affairs of the African countries as a means for the 
issertion of their interests. Trying to adapt to concrete reality, 
imperialism is giving priority to one or several of these directions in 
its activities on the continent. 


Because of its leading position in the capitalist world and as the main 
economic, military, diplomatic, and ideological support of the world capitalist 











system, the United States is the main and the coordinating force in the 
efforts to mount an offensive in Africa. “The United States," stated the 
PRAVDA article entitled "Or Current U.S. Policy," “has become the main 
inspiration of the new colonialism in Africa--the policy of military inter- 
ventions and open interference in the affairs 94 African states, and the 
crushing of the national-liberation movement." 


The western countries use the economic difficulties of the African countrics, 
inherited from the colonial epoch, to impose upon them the type of socio- 
economic development which would be consistent with their imperialist 
interests. The granting of loans and the investment of capitals, presented 
as aid, takes place only under specific circumstances and is strictly 
differentiated by country. Thus, for example, according to R. MacNamara, 
chairman of the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, in 
irder to obtain loans the African countries must "select the type of projects 
which may be politically unpopular as well," and prove their “readiness Py, 
listen to the recommendations of foreign experts and to implement them." 


As the result of the “open door" policy pursued by the present Egypt ian 
leadership, Egypt's foreign debt has reached the huge total of $12 billion. 
Zaire is an eloquent example of the results of such policy. In the 1960's 
the imperialist countries did everything possible to put in power a neo- 
colonial government in that country and direct its development in the 
interest of their monopolies. The results to the people of Zaire have been 
deplorable. Even though Zaire is one of the biggest African countries and, 
perhaps, one of the richest in minerals, the country's foreign debt has 
reached $4 billion. The payment of interest on such loans alone takes about 
290 percent of the income from exports. Inflation is growing rapidly by 
ibout 75 percent annually. The already low living standard of the people 
in Steadily declining. These are the reasons for the two consecutive up- 
risings of the population in Shaba, the richest province, within less than 
18 months. Following the occupation of Shaba by NATO, the people of Zaire 
experienced yet another severe trial: the neocolonial presence of imperialism 
in the country was strengthened. Its economy fell under even stronger 
eestern control. The decision to grant aid to Zaire totaling $100 million 
“4% passed at the meeting of the main capitalist countries, held in Brussels 
in 1978. In exchange, however, Zaire agreed that a forcign administrator 
he appointed to control the activities of the Ministry of Finance and that 
1 representative of the International Monetary Fund control the work of the 
Bank of Zaire. “In fact,” L*HUMANITS wrote, “the administration and the 

sire authorities dealing with the country's economy will be put under 

‘reign supervision.” Yet, the African peoples know from personal experi- 

ce that such supervision is synonomous with coioniaiism. Zaire surre ide ‘ed 
io the imperialist countries but the pledge to aid is yet to be granted. 
‘Five months after the first Brussels  onference," wrote the Belgium newspaper 
LE SOIR bitterly, “we pest point out that among Zaire's ‘friends’ Belgium 
‘lone kept its word.” 








The imposition of unequal economic relation~ increases the indebtedness of 
the newly liberated African countries .o the West. In 1975 it totaled about 
$32 billion. (To meet such obligations the African countries must make pay- 
ments of $4 billien per year, i.e., about 12 percent of the value of their 
innual exports.) By opposing the efforts of the African countries for the 
establishment of equitable economic relations with the developed capitalist 
ountries, the West tries to retain them, as in the colonial period, as their 
raw material appendage. This hinders their socioeconomic development and 
restricts their political independence. 


A colonial past and neocolonial plunder are the main reasons for the fact 
that today 17 of the 19 poorest countries in the world are in Africa, that 
60 milion Africans out of a total of 140 million active population are 
unemployed, and that 39 percent of the population is totaliy illiterate. 
This is the reason for the steadily widening gap in the ratio of per capita 
national income between the populations of developed capitalist countries 
ind of the newly Liberated African states, currently reaching 14:1. “Inter- 
national imperialism and its main instrument--the multinational monopoly 


corporat ions--remain the gain enemies and main obstacle to the progress of 
the peoples in Africa.” 


One of the means used by the im viist states to achieve their selfish 
bHbjectives is attempts to divide young independent African countries and 
pit one against another. Let us recall the war in Nigeria in which rhe 
imperialist forces urged on the separatists in Biafra to rebel against the 
central authority of this developing big and influential African country. 
The events which cost the lives of over one million people broke out only 
two weeks after the Nigerian government raised the taxes of international 
oll monopeties. The imperialist countries tried to separate Katanga (today 
haba! from the Congo, whose progressive government had proclaimed national- 
ization in the country. They support the separatists in Kabinda in order 

to separate this petroleum rich Angolan province. 


The United States and the other imperialist countries encouraged the growing 
chauviristic ambitions of the Somali leadership and supported the Somali 
adventure in Ogaden in the hope of suppressing the cthiopian revolution. 
Their policy led to the outbreak of the longest and most blood-letting armed 

mflict between independent African countries. Fanning a hotbed of war on 
the Horn of Africa, the imperiaiist countries, the United States above all, 
simed ai striking at the Ethiopian revolution and regain their lost strategi« 
positions. The countries in this area have been assigned an important role 
in the imperiaiist plans of converting the Red Sea into an “Arab lake." This 
conceals the aspiration of the imperialist countries, the United States 
above all, to create a new military blec. This would facilitate them to 
assume control over international waterways and expand their military 
preseme in Africa and the Indian Ocean. 














Following the total collapse of the Ogaden operation, the hopes of imperialism 
and Arab reaction are focused on the separatist movements in érythrea. 

These movements existed under the imperial system as well. At that time, 
however, the policy pursued by the United States and the other imperialist 
countries was aimed at strengthening the emperor's power and the territorial 
integrity of Ethiopia as an imperialist base. They were not interested in 
the least in the fate and the rights of the ethnic groups in Ethiopia. 
Following the Ethiopian revolution, when the revolutionary govermacnt under- 
took to create conditions for the truly free and equal developmet of all 
nationalities, allied with the Arab reaction the imperialists bvgan to pro- 
vide concentrated support to the separatist movements. Withou’. imperialist 
interference this problem, inherited from Ethiopia's feudai pist, would have 
oeen resolved in the interest of the people of Erythrea and of new Ethiopia 
as a whotc. The imperialist objective has nothing in commoy with the 
national rights of the Erythreans. They are trying to sepurate Erythrea 
from Ethiopia, suppress the Ethiopian revolution, which they consider a 

very dangerous example to many African peoples, and to create a bridgehead 
for mounting an offensive against the progressive firces and national-libera 
tion movements in Africa. 


The exertion of constant military pressure on the independent African 
countries is one of the most important components of imperialist strategy. 
Let us point out in this connection the "division of labor" which, of late, 
has become quite clearly apparent, among imperialist countries, Zionists, 

and racists in their struggle against the progressive countries and nat ional- 
liberation movements in Africa. The former wave the olive branch and speak 
of a peaceful solution of problems in the Middle “ist and South Africa. 

The latter, using their economic, military, and pclitical aid, are pronoting 
the imperialist policy, using state terrorism to crush the national-libera- 
tion movements and destabilize the progressive systems. 


The expansionistic policy of Israel's Zionist leaders, and their colonial 
ispiration to "develop" the Arab lands conquered through the force of aris, 
are consistent with the global imperialist interests in the Middle East. 
That is the reason for which Israel benefits from the gencrous military, 
political, and economic support of the United States in the implementation 
of its plans for the seizure of foreign territories. The Israeli ruling 
circles are pursuing a tactic of terrorism and bloody repressions against 
the Palestine national liberation movement and against all fighters for the 
rights of the Arab peoples. They are trying to suppress the Arab national- 
iiberation movement --the main objective of imperialist policy in this area. 


che "Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty," concluded on 26 March 197° under the 
ogis of the United States, aggravated even further the contradictions in 
‘he area. It is a prerequisite for the outbreak of new conflicts. Securing 
their rear through Egypt's treachery, the Israeli Zionists increased their 
military provocations against the Arab countries. 














The purpose which American imperialism pursues with this treaty is not an 
equitable peace but the establishment, under its aegis, of a military- 
political alliance between Israel and Egypt as its strongpoint in this 
strategically important area. 


"The cornerstone of the conspiracy," said M. Wilner, secretary general of 
the Communist Party of Israel, “is the creation of an alliance fetween 
Zionist and Arab reaction, together with American imperialism, airected 
against the independent countries and national-liberation movements in the 
Middle East, the area of the Persian Gulf, and Africa. Israel and Egypt 


have been assigned the role of policemen of American imperialism in this 
area.” 


At the other end of the continent, the racisis in the Republic of South 
Africa and Rhodesia are mounting criminal military operations against the 
native population of South Africa and the peoples of Namibia and Zimbabwe, 
which could be described only as deliberate genocide. They are mcunt ing 
constant armed attacks on Angola, Mozambique, Zambia, and Botswana and are 
hindering the peaceful development of the peoples of these countries. With 
imperialist support the racist regimes would like to frighten the enslaved 
peoples of the African south, make them abandon their legitimate struggle 
fer national independence, force the African countries to terminate their 
support of the patriots in such countries, and impose upon their peoples 
puppet governments. "We cannot fail to be seriously concerned," said the 
greeting address delivered by Comrade T. Zhivkov to the participants in the 
world Conference for the Struggle Against Racism and Racial Discrimination, 
held in Geneva, “by the policy of the imperialist circles which, actively 
supporting the racist systems, are doing everything possible to promote 
suspicion and division among the democratic and progressive forces in Africa, 
impose neocelonial decisions for exasting problems, and protect the interests 
of the international monopolies." 

in recent years the outlir + of imperialist policy ir the African south have 
become clearer. After nea. y three years of assertions that decisions are 
being sought which would include in some kind of administration universally 
recognized national-liberation movements, the imperialist states took stcps 
which cloquently proved that they are ready to accept the so-called "internal 
settlement" of problems, i.e., the neocolonial puppet governments set up by 
the will of the white racists. The imperialist countries became the direct 
accomplices of the racists in the implementation of the major conspiracy 
izgainst the legitimate interests of the people of Zimbabwe and Namibia. 


The events in Zaire, however, proved that the imperialist countries in NATO 

considered the activities of the racists and the Zionists insufficiently 

effective. Regardless of the rreat support they receive from NATO, con- 

sidering the present ratio of forces in Africa they are unable to effectively 

perform their role as policemen. That 1s why the NATO members themselves a 
assumed (nis task, undertaking collective aggressive military-political 














actions in Africa. This is a new aspect in the African policy of imperialism, 
whose consequences could be quite dangerous. The periodical KOMMUNIST wrote 
that "The visible turn in the African policy of the United States and the 
other NATO countries is particularly dangerous. Until very recently they 
could see the ghost of the defeat in Viet Nam veering cither in Zimbabwe or 
Angola, or on the Horn of Africa. This had « sobering effect on the propa- 
ganda and policies of the United States and the other Western powers. It 
luoks as though the sober voices recalling Viet Nam and warning the govern- 
ments of NATO countries of the possibility of its repetition in Africa have 
now begun to be drowned to an ever greater extent by voices demanving th 

a "revenge" for the defeat of imperialism be taken precisely in Africa." 


interfering in Zaire, imperialism was saving not the lives of the whites but 
the capital investments of Western monopolies ($1 billion for rhe United 
States, $800 million for Belgium, and millions invested by France, the FRG, 
and GReat Britain). On the other hand, a regime unquestionably executing 
imperialist policy in Africa aimed at the weakening of progressive forces, 
was, being rescued. "Starting with the assumption cf power by Mobutu in 
1905, as the result of a military coup carried out with CIA support," wrote 
LE MONDE DIPLOMATIQUE, "Zaire loyally pe. formed the geopoiitical role 
assigned to it. It not only sent its troops to fight on the side of the 
FNLA during the war in Angola, but acted as a middleman in the delivery of 
$60 million to the FNLA-UNITA coalition. In the Organization of African 
States and in other Third World forums it supports the American views on 


matters such as tbs situation in the Middle East and the new international 
economic order." 


The Shaba operation was not of “local importance" only. The Shaba events 
were used aS a pretext to concentrate in the heart of the continent a bi 
contingeot of military units and create a "forward NATO base in Africa," 
which is a threat to the progressive African countries. The regular demon- 
stration of strength also took place to frighten the democratic and pro- 
gressive forces on the continent and "give confidence" to neocolonial 
regimes experiencing strong domestic pressures. It was a demonstration, as 
the periodical AFRIQUE-ASIE wrote, to let the African countries realize that 
no point on the Black Continent gyld any longer escape the Lightning inter- 
vention of the Western policemen. 


imperialism seeks in the feudal class and tribal leadership, and the mercan- 
tile bureaucratic bourgeoisie support and allies in carrying out its subver- 
sive activities. In order to protect their ruling position, the reactionary 
ircles in the African countries openly conspire with it, and turn into 
ools in its hands for the suppression of the national-Liberation movement 
of their own and other African peoples. An exceotionally dangerous aspect 
‘f such reciprocally complementing interests is the imperialist attempts to 
set up with the help of the most reactionary African countries so-called 
"inter-African intervention forces." The creation of such forces is an old 
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imperialist objective. It intends to place them under NATO's acgis, and 

let them perform police functions on the continent under its command, i.c., 
protect imperialist interests by pitting some Africans against others. They 
will also be a form of legitimizing NATO's interference in Africa. 


With their attempts to create “inter-African forces" the imperialist coun- 
tries are taking yet one more step toward the implementation of their policy 
of blocs and the establishment of military meaning blocs on the continent. 
This is entirely consistent with their long-range attempts aimed at under- 
mining the Organization of African Unity which, in the course of its 15 years 
of existence, has proved that it is an important instrument in the struggle 
for the defense of the common interests of the African peoples. 


Another purpose of the Shaba action was to give another respite to the 

racist systems. The imperialist countrie. concentrated substantial military 
forces in the vicinity of Angola, Tanzania, and Zambia--the "front line 
countries''--and created a tension along their borders, thus diverting their 
policy of rendering all-round aid to the national liberation movement in 
Zimbabwe, Namibia, and South Africa. This step was coordinated with an 
increase in the number of armed attacks launched by the racists against 
Angola, Mozambique, and Zambia. 


"The speed with which the United States provided transportation facilities 
and logistic support to Western intervention (in Shaba--the author),"' con- 
cluded LE MONDE DIPLOMATIQUE, "proves thac the United States is resolved to 
pursue a more active policy in Africa." The artificially created tension 
was used by the American admi::/stration to prepare the grounds for lifting 
the restrictions imposed in 1975 on the armed intervention by the United 
States in Africa and the one-sided lifting of the embargo imposed by the 
United Nations on trade with racist regimes. 


In recent years, however, the tendency of the United States to organize 
military interventions in the domestic affairs of Africa through its Western 
European partners in NATO and the help of Arab and African reaction, has 
become clearer. As reported by TIME MAGAZINE, Cyrus Vance will continue 

"to encourage the Frensh, the moderate Arabs, and others to use their 
influence in Africa." 


Countries such as Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Morocco, and other western African 
countries with proimperialist systems are acting quite energetically in the 
implementation of imperialist policy in Africa. 


The imperialist countries act within a singie front when it becomes a 
question of suppressing the revolutionary process in Africa and holding 
back social changes in African countries. At the same time, however, they 
are waging an acute struggle among themselves for markets, raw material 
sources, and areas of influence. France and Britain are particularly active. 
lt is no secret that France makes extensive use of the 1.,000 French 
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paratroopers arrisoned in military bases in Djibouti, Chad, Senegal, Gabon, 
Mayotte, and Reunion, for the purpose of supporting reactionary African 
regimes. French troops openly participated in the battles in Chad, Mauri- 
tania, and Zaire. As Western political observers have pointed out, the coup 
in the Comoro Islands was carried out with the help of the French special 
services. They point out that France has begun to implement a plan for 
returning within the Western orbit the strategically important islands in 
the Indian Ocean. FRANCE NOUVELLE wrote that "Operations of the same t) 2e 
are being prepared against the Seyshelles, Sao Tome, and Principe; Madagascar 
and Algeria are the prime targets of French imperialism." Furthermore, 
these bases are used by the imperialist forces for "direct military inter- 
vention in the domestic political life of the countries in which they are 
located as well as for provoking crises in other African countries." 


NATO is discussing the question of organizing an operation similar to the 

one in Shaba to "rescue," if necessary, the whites in Rhodesia. These are 
new open threats facing the patriotic forces in Zimbabwe. The FRG as well 
has its special interests in Africa. In recent years the West German company 
Orbital Transport und Raketen AG (OTRAG) has settled in Zaire as though it 
owred it. It is experimenting with winged and ballistic missiles. To this 
effect it has leased for a 50 year term an area of 100,000 square kilometers. 
[r is of interest that this huge training ground neighbors progressive 
African countries. 








Relating all this with the imperialist plans of creating military blocs in 
West Africa, the area of the Red Sea, the Persian Gulf, and the South 
Atlantic, and the ideas calling for making Israel a member of NATO, we can 
cleariy see that the strategists of the North Atlantic Pact are preparing to 
extend the control exercised by this aggressive bloc over the entire African 
continent. "NATO's actions and plans," wrote KOMMUNIST, "prove that the 
entire continent and the independence and free development of the young 
countries are the targets of most serious imperialist threats. With the 
help of weapons, military interventions, and other means imperialism tries 
to secure for itself in Africa a right to something which it has long lost." 





The African peoples condemned NATO's interference in Zaire and opposed 
Western attempts to create "inter-African forces;" they considered them a 
threat to their freedom and independence. "The so-called ‘inter-African 
ferces,' organized on the initiative of t..s Western powers," stated Julius 
Nierere, Tanzania's president, are an insult to Africa and limit the freedom 
of the Africans. Tanzania wil],consider such forces a weapon of neo- 
colonialism on our continent." The statements of the predominant majority 
of heads of states of African countries who took part in the Khartum meeting 
of the OAU, were in the same spirit. 


The events in Africa proved, once again, that China's policy entirely co- 
incides with NATO's African policy. It is no accident that it was precisely 
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during the Zaire action that China was described by the Western press as 
NATO's 16th member. Both in Zaire's case, during the national-liberation 
struggle in Angola, and in the events in Horn of Africa, China took the side 
of imperialism. All this proves that the policy of the present Chinese 
leadership in Africa follows the direction of the most aggressive NATO 
circles and is harmful to the just struggle waged by the African nations 
for true national independence. "China's sinister policy," emphasized the 
declaration of the Angolan Revolutionary Council, "is manifested in its 
total support of the policy of imperialist forces both in supplying weapons 
to Zaire as well as to the Angolan dissident Brgyps which ‘ook up arm« 
against the revolutionary gains of our people." 


The African continent is in the throes of an unparalleled upsurge of the 
struggle against imperialism and for freedom, independence, and sovereignty 
over natural resources. In order to conceal its subversive activities 
against independent Africa, imperialism launched most disgusting lies con- 
cerning the policy of the Soviet Union, Cuba, and the other fraternal 
socialist countries in Africa. The West is wost persistently promoting the 
idea of some sort of "Soviet-Cuban interference in the domestic affairs on 
the continent,” and of a “communist threat." Hypocriticai slogans are being 
raised such as “Africa for the Africans," and “African solutions to African 
problems." Joining in the wide ideological subversion are not only the 
bourgeois mass information media but most senior political leaders. Thus, 
for example, in the Shaba operation, despite official Soviet and Cuban state- 
ments, for weeks on end the White House misled public opinion claiming the 
existence of "proof" of the participation of the USok and Cuba in the Shaba 
"aggression." To this day no such proof has been brought forth, nor could 
it be, for neither the USSR nor Cuba were involved in the internal rebellion 
of the population of this province in Zaire. 


Concent rated anti-Soviet and anti-Cuban propaganda cannot mislead the African 
peoples. "There are no Cubans in Africa," said Zambian,president Kenneth 
Kunda in Washington, “who have not been invited there." Madagascar presi- 
dent Didier Ratsiraka said: "We are not all that naive not to be able to 
distinguish between the forces of intervention, plunder, and domination... 
and the forces of liberation which help,ys to counter the strikes and 
maneuvers aimed against our stability." 


At the same time, leading Western politicians tried to link the detente 
process with African events. "Brzezinski,"’ NEWSWEEK wrote, "accused the 
Soviet Union of violating what was described as the detente code." 

Through this the imperialist countries, in fact, were trying to gain the 
right to interfere undisturbed in the internal affairs of the continent and 
preserve the social status quo through arms. A proper rebuff to such events 
was given in the 23 June 1978 Soviet government declaration on topical pro- 
blems related to the situation in Africa. “Detente," the declaration stated, 
"in no case presumes pulting an artificial end to the objective processes 

of historical developmen:. It is not a document which ensures the protection 
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of anti-people’s, rotten, and corrupt systems or of any special rights and 
privileges inherited from the colonia’ past or obtained by virtue of 
enslaving deals and treaties. It provides even less so an indulgence to the 
right to suppress the just struggle of the peoples for national liberation 
and social progress or for interfering in their internal affairs."” 


The USSR and the other countries ruled by real socialism are implement ing 
in Africa, as anywhere else in the world, a principle-minded and consistent 
policy of friendship and peace among nations, an internationclist policy. 
“Our country is deing everything possible to develop with them (the African 
count ries--the author) friendly and fruitful cooperation,” stated L. I. 
Brezhnev, CPS!) Central Committee General Secretary and USSR Supreme Soviet 
Presidium Chairman, in his greeting adaress on the occasion of African 
Liberacion Day. “It supports their struggle ‘or strengthening their 
political independence and economic autonomy, and for the reorganization 

of international economic relations on a just and equitable basis.” Par- 
ticularly close ties are being estadlished with African countries whose 
peoples have chose a progressive path of development and set as their tar- 
get the building of a society without che exploitation of man by mn. The 
members of the socialist comity are the.r loyal and reliable friends. They 
not only sympathize with their struggle but provide them with effective and 
extensive aid in the political and economic areas and, if necessary, 
military aid as well if required for the defense of their revolution and 
for repelling, imperialist aggression. “In the socialist countries, these 
‘tates have loyal! and reliable friends, ready to give them all possible aid 
ind support in their development along a progressive path,” L. I. Brezhnev 
‘tated. “This support is not only »noral and political but economic, org ni- 
zational, and even includes assistance in strengthening their defense." 


The Bulgarian People's Republic is also making its contribution to strengthen- 
ing the economic and political independence of the young African countries. 
This is confirmed by the active political and economic relations which our 
country om on‘ains with the countries on the African continent, and Comrade 
T. 7k .. © » meetings and talks with many leaders of a number of countries 
in north ans tropical Africa and heads of national-liberation movements. 
"Relations bet cen our country and Angola, Mozambique, Ethiopia, Nigeria, 
the Cones Pecpin » Repwblic, Tanzania, Benin, and other African countrics 
rave been developes further," said Comrade T. ihivkov in his report to the 
National Party Confe ‘ence. “We are continuing to assist the FEhiopian 
revolution and the p.triotic forces in Namibia and Zimbabwe." 


\ new page in such re, ations was turned in the course of Comrade Todor 
Zhivkov's official vie'ts to Nigeria, Angoia, Mozambique, Ethiopia, and the 
femen People's Dem .ratic Republic. Such visits were not only of exceptional 
importance to the development of friendly relations with these ceuntries but 
i new manifestatics oF the “solidarity between the members of the socialist 
omity, headed by te Soviet Union, with the struggle waged by the young 
African and Arab cow ‘ries for streggthening their national independence and 
ior social and econom.. progress." 
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Following a short period during which imperialism abstained from direct 

military interventions, it confirmed that it bad not abandoned its methods 

of armed intervention in the domestic affairs of African countries. Wherever 
he forces of national and socia! Liberation threaten imperiali.: intersts 

in Africa, imperialism is launching feverish attempts to coordinate its 
-ounterstrikes. The fact that such coordination takes place within the NATO 

*ilitary bloc is of particular danger to the African peoples. All this calls 
for the increased vigilance of the African peoples, the organization of a 
broad anti-imperialist front by ati progressive ard patriotic forces on the 
continent, and the support of che progressive and peace-loving forces in the 
world in order to throw back, yet once again, the attempts of imperialism 

to recolonize the ce .atinent. 
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CZECHOS LOVAKIA 


fv. CONTROL COMMISSION SHOULD ASSUME MORE RESPONSIBILITY 


Prague ZIVOT STRANY in Czech No 17, 13 Aug 79 pp 6-8 


[Article by Milan Razus, member of CPCZ Central Control and Audit Commission: 
"To Increase the Effectiveness of the Right of Control") 


[Texi] .s the fifth session of the CPCZ Central Committee emphasized in 
November 1976, a priority ask of party organs and organizations is to create, 
by means of daily ideologivally educational and politically organizational 
activity, the requirements for the complex fulfillment oi the national 
economic plan and to fully utilize rights of contro) towards the carrying 
through of society wide interests, a higt efficiency and quality of production. 
The resolution directs party organizations to support economic workers who 
attempt the consistent fulfillment of planned tasks, are an example at work 
and who fight against shortcomings, speculation and indifference. 


Likewise, the resolutions of additional sessions, especially the eleventh and 
the twelfth, of the party Central Committee emphasized that for the elimina- 
tion of shortcomings, the overcosing of errors and the exposure of their 
reasons it is necessary to still becter utilize the rights of control of 

the economic leadership of enterprises and factories, to focus on a verifica- 
tion of the realization of party and government resolutions and the fulfill- 
ment o| decisive economic tasks. The Central Committee places great 
emphasis on the application of a critical approach in the work of party 
organs, organizations and communiste in all sectors, especiall, in leadership 
functions, on requiring the personal responsibility of supervisory workers, 
on the adoption of an uncompromising stance regarding those who cisrupt 
planning, financial and pricing discipline, who enforce local and neglect 
seciety wide interests. 





The needed basic improvement of the effectiveness of the utilization of the 
right of control is not possible without a full understanding of its class 
political sense and significanc::. Only a conscious class and party approach 
can give the needed impulse to ‘he application of the right of control and 
overall politically organizatioral work, arm communists and other workers 
with nerve and courage, evoke new enthusiasm, devotion and healthy ambition 
to be in the front lines of the fighters for the realization of the economic 
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and social program of the Fifteenth Congress of the CPCZ. We recall this 
proposition e: pecially because in everyday life the clacz political and party 
conscious appreach is often lost and forgotten about. In its place, in those 
places where it is absent, steps “pure expertise," everything is resolved 
only odministratively, formally. A series of tasks seems to be unfulfillable 
and there begins to be backing down in the face of difficulties. 


The second prerequisite of an improvement in the effectiveness of the utiliza- 
tion of the right of control is the level of knuwledge. Its achievement 

is conditioned by the degree to which party meabers internalize the ecoromic 
policy of the party, the resolutions cf the Congreus and sessions of the 
party Central Committee, learn the art of inspecting work, notice matters 
around them, see problems and shortcomings, try to determine their reasons 
and perpetrators, recognize the views and needs of the workers and react 

to them in time. 


Active participation in supervision and control is not the privilege only 

of specialists and experts, but is a concern of the widest strata of workers. 
it is possible for all of them, it is an objective condition of socialist 
development. We have politically and professionally prepared people, the 
political and organizational conditions so that the right of control of the 
effectiveness of economic lesdership contributes the most to the realization 
of the economic policy of the party. Party organs, organizations and 
individual communists constantly gain new experiences, attempt the improvement 
of forms and methods of party work, internalize its Leninist style. 


fhe higher ouality and effectiveness of all forms of work is not possible tr 
achieve without consistent controls and criticism. Control is the path 

to cricicism, provides it with suggestions. The communist conception of 
criticism means comradely assistance, the most advantageous means for the 
overcoming of shortcomings, a condition for ferward progress. Comrade Gustav 
Husak stated on this point at the Twelfth Session of the CPCZ Central 
Committee: “Certain comrades place the question of where and in what direction 
it is possible to criticize. The answer is simple, everywhere, where there 
are shortcomings, from bottom to top and top to bottom, wherever, when a 
shortcoming, an abuse, the unfulfillment of a task is cricicized and the way 
pointed out, how to overcome it.” 


To increase the effectiveness of the right of control, to enforce it in the 
life and work of every basic party organization and all communists requires 
that existing forms and methods of activity be critically evaluated, positive 
experiences generalized, new paths sought so that the leadership task of 

the party is further strengthened and che participation of workers in super- 
vision and control increased. 


A certain improvement has occurred recently in the methods of application of 
the right of control. The concern of party committees for the gaining of 

their own information and the indesendent investigation of the level of the 
fulfiliment of tasks is increasin;. This certifies that individual members 
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oft the committee of a party organization, together with leading workers, 
masters and technicians are verifying the situation in sectors where 

problems have accumulated or shortcomings in the supervision and orjsanization 
of work have appeared. The results of the control are discussed with leading 
economic and other responsible workers. At the same time their views, sug- 
gestions and attitudes are researched and the cumulative results of che 
control are presented to committee end aeaber meetings along with the seusures 
of the leading economic workers. 


Likewise effective are consultations and meetings of the leading workers of 
plants and workshops, of leading party groups, functionaries of soecial 
organizations, socialist work brigades, engineers and technicians. At them 
is controlled the fulfillment of the decisive tasks of the factory or the 
workplaces, problems and weak spots in productive and economic activities are 
openly criticized, initiative suggestions for resolution are explored. 
Decisions from consultations are talked over with leading economic workers 
and presented, along with their measures for the elimination of the short - 
comings, to committee and member meetings for discussion and the adoption 

of their own political organizational measures in support of then. 


Along with the increase of complex tasks in production and the econowy of 
factories and enterprises, the necessity is also increasing for a systematic 
and deeper resolution of various questions and the uncovering of reserves, 
which demands the continual strengthening of the link of party organizations 
with the workers. Many ali-factory committees of the party have therefore 
established economic commissions or ongoing work groups, which gather the 
necessary information, carry out control and work out proposals of attitudes 
to the reports of leading economic workers. Ther present analyses and 
proposals for measures to all factory cemmittees and in this manner help 
them to penetrate deeper into questions, to increase the effectiveness of 
their work. Analyses are directed at the introduction ana utilization of new 
technology, basic funds and circulating resources, attention to the economy 
of production and the quality of products, the conservation of materials, 
energy and raw inputs. 


In many enterprises and factories these commissions or groups constantly 
gain new experiences and internalize proper, effective work methods. The 
matter at hand is, to be sure, that they not cnly register the shortcomings, 
but that they depend on the knowledge, suggestions and proposals of workers, 
members of the Revolutionary Trade Union Movement and the Union of Socialist 
youth, socsalist work brigades, innovators, improvers and technicians and 
come forward with proposals and suggestions for the optimal resolution of 
problems and tasks. At the same time it is essential that they analyze 
every important problem and talk it over with leading economic workers. 

in this manner commissions and groups can cortribute to the enforcement of 
an attentive and sensitive relationship to the proposals and suggestions of 
workers, without matters leading to unqualified encroachments into the 
supervisory activities of managers, or their replacement. 
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For example, the all-factory committee cf the party in the Strakonice factory 
Fezko gained ecod experiences from the work of the economic commission. At 
the beginning, a series of shortcomings appeared in its activities. The 
commission worlved out surveys on the fulfillment of the plan which the 
factory director cou!d present at any time, and mechanically took over as 
well, from the economic adsinistration, the analysis of the causes of short- 
comings. Following an evaluation of the work of the commission and a 
clarification of its mission in the all-factory committee of the party, 
mat’.e*s led to a fundamental improvement. On the basis of qualified sug- 
gestions of the economic commission, which the all-factory committee of the 
patty discussed with the participation of the responsible leading economic 
worters, several serious problems, for example, were resolved at a higher, 
‘tesprise level; it was a matter especially of questions of material "echnical 
. pply, che stsbilization of the work force, the rationalization of labor, 
the impcovement o: the social conditions of workers, and other issurs. The 
political support for the measures of the administration of the frctory, 
which was provided by the all-factory comnittee of the party, .c«.ributed to 
an feprovement of the situation and the factory is fulfilline planned tasks. 
The all-factory committee of the party in Hradec Kralove Ceskomoravska-Kolben- 
Danek depends on the viewpoint of its economic commicsion and temporary work- 
ing groups compose of outstanding workers, improvers, technicians and 
members of soctalist work brigades in the resolution of serious economic 
problems presented to the economic administration. It entrusts them with 
finding out the real situation at certain work sectors and to conduct an 
analvsis of the causes whick led to the lowering of the quality of activity. 
The all-factory committee then carefully reviews these viewpoints together 
with the report of the economic administration and directs communists and 
responsible workers to conduct urgent measures for correction. 








The all-tactory committee of the party in the Roudnice Machine Works and 
Foundry talks over the data presented by the economic workers with party 
grour and the economic commission prior to its discussions on the fulfillment 
of the er momic plan. The commission, in the working out of positions and 
proposals for politically organizational measures for the all-factory 
comittee, utilizes the results of inter-enterprise control, social organiza- 
tious, especially the Revolutionary Trade Union Movement and the Union of 
Soctalist Youth, and the state bank. The leading economic workers present a 
survey of their own measures, which they intend to realize towards the 
elimination of shortcomings and the fulfillment of established tasks. The 
all-factory committee of the party expresses itself on them and will determine 
the current task: for communists, who will share in their carrying out. At 
the same time, the fulfillment of the plan is not reviewed only generally, 
hut smaller questions are also the subject of exploration, such as the 
valuation of imported raw materials, the share of communists in the makeup 

of the production representative of the dir: -tor for the upgrading of the 
quality of products and the conservation of material, the utilization of 

work time, the introduction of night shifts and the like. The all-factory 
committee thus helps to raise the quality of management and organizational 
work, without replacing economic management, and to utilize the initiative 

of workers. 
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The integration of professional workers into economic commissions and work 
groups has important significance in the preparation of qualified attitudes 
of party organizations to the various sectors of activity of enterprises 

and factories. Party organs and organizations lead economic workers to 
yeneralize and propagate progressive experiences from production practice. 
Before, however, they express their support for a specific proposal, they 
must carefully explore its political, economic and social significance, its 
realness and the possibility of securing it materiaJiy. Precisely this 
requires the participation of specialists, of scientific and technical 
workers, economists and other experts. It would not be, to be sure, a 
sufficiently good thing to merely support it; it is also necessary to create 
favorab.e conditions for its realization and promote it in all possible ways. 
The independent investigation and verification of how the tasks of the 
economic policy of the party are being fulfilled is continually expanding 
and improving. We already have as well many good examples and experiences 

of the application of proper forms and methods, enabling the broad participa- 
tion of workers in management and control. Nevertheless, in certain party 
organizations this practice has not become normal. Shortcomings remain 
outside of their attention or are justified and excused in the most varied 
ways, the initiative of workers evolves elementally or does not have sufficient 
effect. Nothing, however, stops party committees and organizations from 
obtaining their own information from various sources, such as for instance 
controls at the beginning, midd]* and end of operations, state quality 
inspections, controls of the state bank, committees and people's commissions, 
and utilizing for this purpose, better than previously, party groups and 
other controlling organs. 





The application of the right of control is connected, likewise, with the 
cooperation of party organizations and leading economic workers in the 
preparation of resolutions and political organizational measures adopted 

by member meetings. At the same time it is proper to prepare their proposals 
with a lead time which makes it possible to acquaint party groups and 
individual communists, who will fulfill the established tasks, with them. 


In a significant part of the party organizations, the necessary shift 

has not taken place of the proper direction of control to actual tasks of 

the economic policy of the party and in the utilization of the corresponding 
forms and methods of control work. Often there still persists the ineffective 
discussion of economic questions without the necessary political preparation 
and formality in the proceedings of member meetings of party organizations. 
isolated cases even occur of a direct replacement of economic management by 
the adoption of party decisions on the manner of management of economic 
workers, production, on technological approach and similar matters. Excessive 
zeal or ignorance thus leads to the violation of the policy of a single, 
responsible worker or enables a leading economic worker to hide his 
uncertainty through the decisi~: of a party organ or organization. 


The independent investigation and verification of the fulfillment of tasks 
is proper. The leading economic worker, however, must always have the 
possibility to express himself on the results, to point to mutual dependencies 
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and ties, to apply his minagement and decisionmaking power, that is to work 
out and present to the party organ or organization the most effective 
measures for tne resolution of the problems and tasks. The party organ or 
organization does not then have to adopt them on his advice, as their 
responsibility is to review the complexity and effectiveness of measures 
with a continuation in their own political and organizational weasures and 


directions for mass political and ideologically educational work in support 
of the decisions of the economic leadership. 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


CPCZ SECTLON LRECTOR ON EXCHANGE OF PARTY CARDS 
Prague ZIVOT STRANY in Czech No 18, 27 Aug 79 pp 17-19 


[Interview with Vaclav Vancata, director of a section of the CPCZ Central 
Committee, by Milada Nova: “Where io Put the Emphasis During the Interviews 
-~-Exchange of Party Cards"] 


{Text} [Question] Although our party organizations with larger membership 
have begun their interviews already in July, most of the interviews will not 
take place until September, What have you learned from the interviews held 
thus far and what lesson may be drawn from them for the future work of the 
committees and basic organizations? 


[Answer] First of all, I wish to stress again that only the interviews that 
have been well prepared and thoroughly planned on an individual basis may help 
mobilize the communists, improve their activity in production and society, 
strengthen party control and discipline. District committees of the party 
have provided appropriate stimuli for such considerations in their guidelines 
for the work of organizations and their committees. They pointed out the 
areas where every basic organization must improve the quality of its activity 
und the main tasks and problems on which it must focus its attention and 

care. Then in June the membership meetings discussed and adopted their 

own measures for the implementation of the recommended decisions, It is 
necessary to proceed primarily from these two main documents when consider-: 
ing personal participation of individual party members and their responsibi:ity, 
and when charting their specific tasks and obligations. I am sure that what I 
say is nothing new; nevertheless, I think that it is necessary to reemphasize 
this idea, because, as we have ascertained, the procedures in many committees 
during the interviews do not correspond with the contents of the measures 
adopted at membership meetings in June, 


[Question] Where in particular is this evident? 
[Answer] Ali party organizations active in the material area are stressing 
economy, which of course is quite correct. In their overwhelming majority, 


they have also carefully outlined the ways to intensify their organizational, 
political and ideological educational work, to mobilize their members and 
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candidates, to develop mass political program, and the preconditions they 
will provide tor the comprehensive fulfillment of the state plan. 


During the incerviews proper, however, we have found that not all committecs 
are sulticiencly pressing the demand that their members state quite un- 
ambiguously how they intend to help fulfill these measures. For instance, 
what will the leading workers do to improve efficiency of their work, how 
will they enforce even more consistently the instruction of the 15th Congress 
to improve the economy, and to observe state discipline, and what improvements 
will they make for their consumers’ and suppliers’ satisfaction. Only in 
isolated cases, for example, in an interview with a communist-designer, his 
personal approach to more efficient production was discussed, or in an in- 
terview with a manager of operations and a foreman their contribution to a 
better schedule for the rotation of shifts came up, and in an interview 


with a worker, his pledge to upgrade the quality of products was reviewed, 
etc. 


we all are aware that the main battle is being fought in our national economy, 
and yet the information from the interviews thus far indicates that less 

than 20 percent of the assigned tasks are directly economy-related. Even 
less tavorable is the situation in institutions, national committees, re- 
search institutes, etc., where the interviews are not being focused sufti- 
ciently on upgrading the work of those organs and organizations, of their 
apparatus and of individuals, Therefore, the committees must unconditionally 
organize additional interviews so as to affect the consciousness of the party 
members more intensely, to help them find their proper place and role in the 
solution of pressing economic and other problems, and to outline their per- 
sonal responsibility ard obligations as members. 


\Question| The district party committees must evidently provide more as- 
sistance and exercise stricter control, mustn't they? 


|\Answer]| During the first stage of the party card exchange the district 
national committees of the party accomplished a great deal of honest and 
devoted work, In certain communities, however, the capacity of the leader- 
ship in basic organizations relaxed somewhat in its contents after draft- 
ing the guidelines, We are striving for a reform and consider it a step 

in the right direction that the party press has also begun paying more cri- 
tical attention to this shortcoming. In the future it will be necessary to 
continue jointly to pay attention to the extent to which the district committe s 
intensify their differentiated leadership o: basic organizations, particu- 
larly trom the point of view of the conclusions contained in individual 
vuidelines, District committees cannot regard their work as finished with 
the guidelines; they must return to them again and again, confront on their 
basis the results achieved, and consistently review the ways the words on 
paper are turned to reality. Central and kraj party press also should 


assess from this perspective the leadership and control provided by district 
committees, 





25 





{Question] You have already pointed out that the guidelines of district 
committees and the adopted measures themselves must serve as the foundation 
tor the agenda of the interviews. At the same time, you mentioned certain 
facts indicating that this has not been the case everywhere. Where, in your 
opinion, are turther shortcomings that the committees should evede during 
the interviews? 


|Answer|] Thus far we have found that not every committee nas been able to 
take a more critical look particularly at the results of the work performance 
by its leading workers, and to express its opinica concerning their work. 

The committees should ask their leading workers more questions such as, for 
example, why do they tolerate a situation where costs are raised without 

due justification, where their plants are to blame for the shortage of many 
kinds of consumer goods in general demand, where goods of inferior quality 
are reaching the market, etc. Of course, it is not enough just to ask these 
questions; it is necessary to search for a way out from such a situation, and 
to assign the communists the task to help more vigorously in removing these 
and amny other shortcomings. 


Jr let us take another question. The guidelines of the district committees 
underlined the necessity of a more advantageous deployment of the communists. 
Basic party organizations have endorsed this decision and incorporated it 
in their own measures, However, if we assess the results of the interviews 
thus far, we can see only isolated indications of the determination to re- 
solve this obviously difficult problem, When assigning tasks, little at- 
tention is paid to the need to train our people for leadership positions, 
At the same time, among the main positive results of the interviews should 
be the expansion of the cadre reserves for the party, economic and state 
apparatus, achievement of a wider selection of candidates for party organs, 
reinforcement of the street and village organizations with registered com- 
rades, extension of the corps of canvassers, propagandists and lecturers. 


|\Question] With your permission, it is a common practice that tasks are 
assigned to those comrades who already have an overabundance of them and 
vtten do not know which one to tackle first. In other words, according to 
tradition, functions are again accumulated by a certain sector of the 
communists. Or do you have different experience? 


[Answer] Just the other day the chairman of one basic organization wrote a 
letter to our department, complaining that he was given yet another function 
at the interview. He enumerated a whole series of functions he is now hold- 
ing. The review we obtained about the so called functional and working load 
of communist members has confirmed that this is not at all an isolated case 
and that such instances are not rare. After all, it is a very noteworthy 
fact that one of every four chairmen of basic organizations serves at the 
same time as propagandist in some sector of party education. To be sure, 

it is unthinkable that organizations where all communists have been receiv- 
ing political training for several years could not produce several propa- 
gandists, The same applies to the general division of labor in the committees 











as well as among the members. The committees should pay more attention to 
these issues during the interviews. District committees of the party should 
supervise prooer deployment of forces in basic organizations, particularly 
since among tue 300,000 members of party committees who already underwent the 
interviews only 1080 had been relieved of some functions. 


{Question| The comaittees of basic organizations have been very busy planning 
the interviews; in addition, they must attend to many other relevant tasks. 
Wouldn’t you agree that they shouldn't be required to do more than necessary? 
For example, one okres in East Bohemia called to our attention that allegedly 
upon the decision of the district committee the committees of basic organiza- 
tions in that area must prepare written characteristics of every member even 
before the begianing of the interviews. In my opinion, that is an incorrect 
initiative. What do you think? 


|Answer| We certainly do not want the committees of basic organizations to 
be overburdened with unnecessary administrative work. For that reason, it 
is wrong to demand that they submit written characteristics o° their members 
before the beginning fo the interviews. As I said, it is important that the 
otticials know every member, his tasks and needs in his place of work, that 
they thoroughly prepare for the discussion with him and plan the task to be 
assigned to him. That requires a few notes; there certainly is no need for 
any extensive paperwork, We sure agree that we have produced everywhere 
more than enough written materials already during the first stage of the card 
exchange. At present the problem is to proceed from words to deeds and to 
help the officials of basic organizations cope with all their tasks. 





[Question] What would you want to say in conclusion of our irterview? 


[Answer] Perhaps | should repeat that the committees must plan every inter- 
view conscientiously, not to wait for it to evolve spontaneously, and not to 
expect that the questions and suggestions which are certain to come up in 
the interviews will help find a definite solution, Our experience thus far 
has shown that even here responsible preliminary preparation is of con- 
siderable importance and cannot be rushed in any case and neither can the 
interviews be rushed, 








i think that it is quite clear to the whole party and in the final analysis, 
te our society, that the exchange of membership cards has an unambiguous 
haracter of party mobilization and intensification of communist activities; 
t is not a purge because there are no reasons for that. However, that 

does not mean that the issuc of the purity of membership ranks should be 
ignored during the interviews. After all, the decision of the 12th meeting 

of the CPCZ Central Committee states that “in the spirit of its statutes 

the party will break off with those members who, after all educational 

means have been exhausted, fail to demonstate appropriate activity, who dodge 

their tasks, fail to devote all their energies to implement the party 

policy, who consistently violate the rules of the party life and ticoarty 

and state discipline, and who persist in their errors.” 
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A liberal approach to those members is wrong. Therefore, when approving 
the results of the i-.terviews and membership meetings, the committees must 
bear in mind that successful party work has always been and always will be 
based on the quality of the party ranks, on each party member's creative 
and devoted work, on a high degree of his responsibility, and on his 
examplary implementation of party decisions, 


When evaluating each party member who meets such criteria--and in the 
overwhelming majority our members do meet them--it is necessary to reconsider 
the membership status of those who do not defend the party's policy con- 
Sistently, and whose vacillation, lack of firmness, a bourgeois way of 

life, and a bad moral character are harming the party. That applies also 

to those individuals whose work is below average, who do not serve as an 
example, who do not participate in the solution of working and other ;roblems, 
who remain passive, who, as the saying goes, ire “in the party,” using 

every ~pportunity for their own benefit. 


Understandably, the card exchange does not involve merely interviews; 

many other meaningful tasks must be fulfillec. Moreover, many other questions 
which have turned up must be explained to our working people; that calls 

lor the organization of widespread mss political activities, propaganda 

and agitation, and for active work involving every communist in working 
collect ves. The comrittees should listen attentively to the suggestions 
and op nions expressed by the communists, consider them and draw conclusions 
from tuem., All along, it should be taken into account that the entire card 
exchonge is a process searching for the ways to improve the party's work 

ani to consolidate its influence in implementation of decisions of the 15th 
CPCZ Congress, 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


CSR SECONDARY SCHOOLS START EDUCATION’... EXPERIMENT 
Prague UCITELSKE NOVINY in Crech 4o 30, 30 Aug 79 p 4 


[Article by Olga Spetova, director of the CSR Ministry of Education, 
Gymnasia and Secondary Spec.alized Schools’ Section: “Gymnasia and 
Secondary Schools" ] 


[Text] When we evaluate the results of our work during a school year, we 
always ascertain what has been the overall accomplishment; how much 
initiative and creative effort; how much minute, assiduous work and energy 
have been applied, so that we can advance one step further toward our 
established goals in education and instruction. It always appears to us 
that we have exhausted all the possibilities. However, with each year we 
become convinced that this is not the case, since every coming year makes 
greater demands than the year previous on the teacher's work as well as 
the director's. This is certainly logical, in accordance with the increas- 
ing demands on all human activity in the period of scientific-technical 
development. The same applies to our schools in the school year we have 
just begun. 


For the gymnasia the 1979-80 year is a year launching a new kind of experi- 
mental evaluation. By research we examine the new teaching plan for a 
gymnasium, new curricula and pedagogical means and methodological materials 
prepared on their basis for individual courses of instruction. Additional 
research topics will be the draft of a program of communist education of 
gymnasia students, verification of the functionality and effectiveness of 
the specialized sector of gymnasia education, the over-all preparedness 

of graduates for university-level study, especially in the fields of 

natural sciences and technology, as well as their preparedness for competent 
employment. Models of effectively directing the teaching process, the system 
of control and evaluation of teaching results and psycho-hygienic require- 
ments of educational and instructional work with gymnasia will also be 
scrutinized. 


The quality of this research and its results will influence the quality of 
the new gymnasia program beginning with 1984. Its importance is not in 

the least diminished by the fact that the experiment will be put into 
effect this year in only five gymnasia (Brno, Plzen, two in Prague and Usti 
Be te’ de 
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All gymnasia already have at their disposal the experimental curricula and 
textbooks. However, it is done this way, since we wart the new contents 
of the teaching program to involve not only theoretians. We want to have 
the comments of all those interested in formulating the new program 
together, whe because of thelr expertise and mastery of pedagogy wish to 
contribute to the quality of the new program to be introduced on Oct. 1, 
1984 in all gymnasia. 


The second important task is concerned with the teaching of specialized 
courses. This applies to all gymnasia, even theugh at different stages. 

For the very reason that this instruction field is completely new to the 
gymnasia, gradual introduction of specialized instruction will be done 
before 1984, precisely with the purpose of being completely prepared. There- 
fore, the 99 gymnasia where there already, in 1979 anu °° are basic 
courses in production and professional training are solving in a practical 
fashion problems concerning instruction, material resources and laboratory 
work. However, the remaining gymnasia which will inaugurate the new program 
later also have an urgent, pressing obligation to solve these problems, 

and do so in a very concrete way. In other words, which specialization wili 
be taught and where and by whom. These questions cannot be solved by the 
best of theoretical concepts. Their practical implementation under local 
conditions, is, first of all, the task of the directors and the teaching 
staff, with of course the assistance of the school organs at the appropri-ce 
administrative level. In connection with this new program, the imporraat 
task of all school administrations remain a thorough, practical and accurate 
promotion of the new concept. Since everything new is met with suspicion, 
it is necessary “to struggle” against traditional views, to apply persuasion 
about the need for the new curriculum in the era of scientific-technical 
revolution, not only with the parental body but also among the teaching 
staffs themselves. The quality of the new courses, their functionality and 
effectiveness will obviously offer the best assistance in this promotion 
effort. For this reason, the creation of favorable prerequisites for this 
new field of gymnasium education is of great importance. 


The experimental testing of the new educational concept regarding six 

study fields is being continued this vesi ai secondary, professional schools 
in the year III in the first sequence and in year II in the second sequence. 
The experimental testing results with regard to the new content of the six 
selected study fields (machine-building technology, chemical technology, 
ground construction, crop-raising and breeding of animals and general 
economics) will always be used for the entire group of related fields. 
Especially tested will be the new concept of general polytechnical educa~ 
tion, with its stress on the mathematico-physical basis, as well as the 
functional and preparatory value of these subjects in relation to the 
professional factor in education. The new concept of specialized courses 
will also be tested, together with the possiblity of drafting a common 
basis for specialized education. 





Another target will be the new organization and content of teaching practice 
in connection with the lower age of enrolled students and with due regard 
for the scientific-technical development of individual branches of the 


economy. 


Preparation to introduce the new concept in secondary, professional schools 
is not only a task assigned to experimental schools but to all secondary 
professional schools in general. On the one hand, we have in mind the 
preparation of prospective profiles of the graduates of secondary, profes- 
sional schools and a purposeful construction of appropriate equipment in 
these schools with a view to their long-range development and the specific 
character of the individual study fields. On the other hand, an in-depth 
teaching of mathematics, as required by the new curriculum of secondary 
industrial schools and secondary ayricultural-technology schools. 


At gymnasia and secondary professional schools, the common task remains to 
pay greater attention to students enrolled after completing the eighth 
year of the Basic 9-year Schoo’ Program. Even though the teaching in 
classes attended by these pupils has been regulated by methodical directives, 
it is necessary to assume that the age difference of one year is at this 
stage quite obvious as to physical maturity as well as mental growth. 

This transition, therefore, demands a lot from the purils as well as 
teachers and it is necessary to adjust the methods and forms oi instru~tion 
and pedagogy to this reality. First of all, such teaching methods an 
forms are required which lead to a mastery and consolidation of abstract 
concepts acquired, for instance, through explanacion understandable to the 
students, as well as through specific teaching sevices; further, to the 
development of logical thinking, e.g., in the analysis of work assignments, 
in distinguishing between the essential and less essential, in grasping 
the correlation when composing an outline, a survey, etc. Also to the 
formation o. systematic and independent study habits, for instance, by 
familiarizing the students with how to deal with a book, textbook, 
periodicals, scientific literature and documents. Among the most important 
tasks of the teacher is to guide the students to independent consideration 
of problems and their solution and to develop their interest in new 
scfentific and technological fields, production and additional areas of 
human activity. 


Demands on the teacher's ability and preparedness to work with students 
enrolled from the 8th year of the Basic 9-year School Program are growing 
and will also grow in view of the fact that with the increasing number of 
study fields (for the year 1980-81 practically all study fields of the 
secondary professional schools and gymnasia are included) and with the 
increasing student enrollment, we will necessarily have to form classes 
and colleccives composed of students of the 8th and 9th years. A necessary 
prerequisite of stccess in these classes is thorough individual sictention 
to younger students. 











If we ponder the chief additional tasks of gymnasia and secondary 
professional schools in 1979-80 on the basis of shortcomings in our 
educational work over the past years, it appears that a ereater effort 

must be made also in educating students to select a profession, especially 
in the gymnasia. The problem is to deliberately enhance the interest in 
studying technical flelds at the university level. Since the primary 

aim of studying at the gymnasium remains (even in the project) the prepara- 
tion for a university, it means that the gymnasium graduates are counted 

on aS a potentia: student reservoir for all institutions of higher learning, 
not only with necessary quality but also in required numbers. If the 
development of our economy requires a 7:1 ratio between the number of 
university-educated workers in the fields of technology and natural sciences 
and the number in the humanities field, this also represents a basic 
guideline for the work of educational advisers and teaching staffs at the 
gymnasia. Honesty demands of us to aeal frankly with the students and 
parents and inform them about the realistic chances of being admitted to 
individual institutions of higher learning. 


With regard to pedagogical consultation, our debt towards preparation of 
students to studies abroad remains considerable. This applies to students 
of gymnasia as well as secondary professional schools. For a number of 
years, we have not been fulfilling our contractual agreements with socialist 
countries as to the number of students. More active effort by the schools 
is apparently necessary. The study abroad not only requires special 
preparation, but it is also an obvious political problem as well as that 

of representing our state. It is not adequate merely to be content with 

a student's or parents’ expressed interest, inasmuch as they are informed 
about this form of preparation. As early as the beginning of the 2nd year, 
it is necessary to work intensively with those students who because of 
their capabilities may be considered. The proper selection, which takes 
place in the 3rd year, presumes individual preparation with the school's 
assistance, according to the instruction of the CSR Ministry of Education 
in the case of students of secondary professional schools. Gymnasium 
students undergo an intensive one-year preparation at the gymnasia in Zdar 
n.S or Jevicko. The existence of this “preparatory schooling” for 6 years 
already has confirmed that its importance for the quality of study abroad 
cannot be underestimated. The students here have not only an opportunity 
to complete the fourth year, but in addition undergo an intensive training 
in the language of the country where they will go to study. They are also 
being prepared for living in a collective, and the separation from their 
families creates the experience necessary to cope with different social 
conditions of study abroad. An in-depth ideological-political education is 
a good preparation for a Czecholsovak citizen who must live and function 
abroad. Naturally, and this is of primary importance, it is first of all 
the technical fields which are chosen for study abroad. The statisitcal 
directives for iné: vidual study fields which every school director has at 
his disposal c'early indicate what direction our pedagogical influence on 
the student should take. 
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The chief tasks for 1979-1980 are contained in "Pedagogical-organizational 
Guidelines for the year 1979-1980" and in the "Main Tasks of the Schools 
After the XV Congress.” Our reflection sought to stress those tasks which 
should be in the forefront of our effort during the coming year. May our 
common work succeed. 


liga Spetova, director of the CSR Ministry of Education, Gymnasia and 
Secondary Professional Schools’ Section. 
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GERMAL DOMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


WEST GEIJWAN REPORTAGE ON GOR PROTESTANT SYNOD 
Prospects for Unification Plans 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 22 Sep 79 p 6 


[Article signed "K.A.0.," datclined Dessau, 21 Sep: “Can Schisa Be Overcome? 
--Synod of GDR Protestant Church Meets in Dessau." For additional West Ger- 

ma coumsentary on GOR Protestant Church reorganization plens and prospects, 

see the following JPRS issues of this series: 73880, 20 Jul 79, No 1700, \»p 41-42; 
73349, 1 May 79, No 1674 pp 21-24; and 73385, $ Agr 79, No 1667, pp 58-59) 


|Text} The synod of the Federation of Protestant Churches in the Gk opened 
last Friday efternoon in Dessau Resurrection Church. it will continue until 
Tuesday. Though not all political difficulties have been removed following 
llonecker's conversation with representatives of the Church Federation, the 
goverrment's dialog with the Protestant Church has provided an approach for 
discussing points of disagreement and for ameliorating discrimination. 


The session began by discussing the proposal of the Protestant delegate con- 
ference, held last January in Eisenach: By 1981 the Church Federation, hither- 
to loosely organized, is to unite in a United Protestant Church in the GR. 
A joint preparatory group has already begun work. The plan was briefly dis- 
cussed by all Land synods. There is some opposition to the scheme, but in 
the main the desire for unity predominates in the Land churches. The cigh. 
Land churches cating back to the Reformation (Mecklenburg, Greifswald, 
Jerlin-Brandenburg, Anhalt, Province of Saxony, Thuringia, Saxony and 
Goerlitz) will keep their authority. Some of the work was hitherto carried 
out by institutions of the various Protestant sects: Lutherans, United Pro- 
testant Church, Reformed Church. The general wish is for gieater unity. 
Any sensitive issues still outstanding are to be settled in tie near future. 


If the Protestant Churches in the GR succeed in this endeavor, they will 
have managed in their territory to end 450 years o* division. 1529, the 
year much celebrated by the Protestant Church in the months just past, was 
more than the year of the birth of Lutheran Protestantism: At that time also 
Luther printed the small catechism which, centuries ago, defined the 











principles of ‘rotestant faith and action; in the sa@me year, in Speyer, 

14 citues and princes uscd the forum of the Reich Asseubly to “protest” the 
ban on turther reforms--the first step toward tolerance and Land churches. 
Yet 1529 also witnessed the religious debate in Marburg, which was the occa- 
sion of the final break between Luther and Zwingli. 


in recent years European Protestants have weakened the divisive eclewents. 

This responds to a long prevailing public mood. Hardly anyone nowadays umier- 
stamdis the difference between Lutherans, Reformer Christians and members of 
the United Protestant Church. Still, these differences persist for mmeri- 
cally small but vocal groups in the respective churches. Among West German 
Protestants their resistance prevented the ecclesiastical reforms of the 
Protestant Church of Germany (EXD). Though not quite so acutely, sectarian 
separatisu still influences same congregations and theologians of the Lutheran 
Church in the former Kingdom of Saxony. They have already announced their 
reservations regarding the unification of the Protestant Ciwrch in the GDR. 
Tne dividing issue here is the significance and the content of the Lutheran 
avowal . 


This resistance inflicts on the Church the penalty for an omission: Latcly 
Protestant theology has failed adequately to contemplate the reforming prin- 
Ciple's relevance to the present time. In West German church»s that became 
evident when it was necessary, in the course of proceedings against ii@uburg 
Minister Schulz's teaching, to establish what is to be considered binding 
Lutheran doctrine for @ minister. In the 16th Century the medieval Universal 
Church of the OUccident was replaced by sectarian churches: Lutherans, the 
eformed Church, Anglicans and, since the Council of Trento, Catholics also. 
ihe rapprochement among the churches now raises the question whether ecu.e- 
nists may point the way back to a Church which is common to all Christians, 
where different doctrines and customs are not felt to be divisions but 
cherished as reflecting the wealth of the various forms of living one's belief. 
Theological persuasivencss will have to convince us that such a development 
is due. That will be one of the most important tasks for scientific theolo- 

¥ @nc the ministry in the coming years. The result will ultimately also 
cccide the unification of the Protestant Churches in the GR. 


Criticism by Protestant Churches 
Prankfurt/!tain FRASKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 24 Sep 79 pp 1-2 


‘Article signed "Ws.," Gatelined Dessau, 23 Sep: "The GR Protestant Churches 
darn Against Education For Friend-Foe Nentality--Cautious Criticism-- 
eigewasser: Mutual Learning Process of Many Years--Dessau Synod" | 


Text, The Protestant Churches in the GOR insist on speaking their mind--if 
necessary in public--even if this causes differences with the goverment. 
They hope that the GOR Goverrment will respect this independence in future 
also. Of course they Go maintain a certain reserve when expressing opinions 

ciffering from official doctrines. That is quite noticeable at the synod, 
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currently meeting in Dessau, of the Federation of Protestant Clurches in the 
GDR. This reserve evidently issues from the fear of jeopardizing the in- 
proved relations between the government and the churches in the GR, acnieved 
since the talks held between representatives of the Church Federation and 
Council of State chaimsan lionecker on 6 March 1978. 


At a reception for Church delegates in Dessau, given on the occasion of the 
synod of the Federation of Protestant Churches in the GDR, GDR State Secre- 
tary for icclesiastical Affairs Seigewasser, for example, said that the 
historic and future importance of the talks of 6 March 1978 consists in the 
“act that the “churches of the GDR unequivocally defined their status in real 
soc’.alism."” At that time the govermment, "in pursuance of its former policy" 
underlined its constructive “attitude, characterized by a great deal of under- 
standing for ecclesiastical conceins." Seigewasser commented: "None of those 
involved, therefore, may retreat beyond the affirmations made at these talks." 
It was the topical task for all to keep alive the conciliatory spirit of the 
weeting. This spirit was precious "because the talks were the result of les- 
sons learned in the course of many years, by the ecclesiastical as well as 

the goverment side." However gratifying the admission that the government 
also had learned its lesson, many Church members ir the GDR consider this 
statement a hidden admonition to the churches, warning them to keep the frank- 
ness of their pronouncements in certain bounds. 


hevertheless, the Federation of Protestant Churches in the GDR was the first 
institution in the country publicly and critically to comment the greater 
severity of the GDR political penal law which went into effect on 1 Augus . 
Referring to the new provisions which mandaic severe penalties for the ex- 
pression of any criticism of the government either inside the country--or 
with regard to certain writers also outside the GDR--, the report submitted 
to the synod by the conference of Protestant Church leadership organizations 
says: “the conference heard a report on the third pena. code amendment law. 
As a consequence of persistent uncertainties, the conference will further 
deliverate the waterial submitted. It must be made quite clear that a sense 
of responsibility and constructive criticism are indispensable elements of 
social life." 


The Protestant Churches also reiterate their rejection of wilitary instruc- 
tion .* GDI schools, "Still topical is our complaint that military instruc- 
tion results in indoctrinating young people for a friend-foe wentality and 
accustoms them to consider violence a legitimate means for resolving con- 


flicts," says the conference report of the Protestant Church leadership ©. - 
ganizations. 


The churches repeat their urgent plea for education to give priority to the 
exercise of peaceful behavior and the standpoints of confidence formation. 
With approval they note that the government--"insofar as the conference has 
been able to establish"--has kept its word in regard to two issues: The 
churches had called for a spirit of tolerance toward the conscientious objec- 
tions of those who refuse to let their children participate in wilitary 
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instruction. They had also demanded that no discrimination should be visited 
on those who cithcr abstain frau military instruction or attend am criticize 
t. 


..t the Dessau reception State Secretary Seigewasser said that the fraik and 
open relation between state and church is based on the expectation that, at 
iweetings of representatives of goverment and church “either side will re- 
Spect the identity of the other.” The report of the conference of Protestant 
Church leadership organizations to the Synod points out the situation in the 
Gur ccucation system, which still does not accord with this statement. The 
report says that students at school should also feel safe. The students in 
our schools wust also “geminely experience” that Christian citizens may work 
and live as equals in the socialist society. Efforts in that direction are 
urmmmistaxeable. Unfortunately, however, school instruction still tends to 
offer “a distorted view of the church or the Christian faith." If it is felt 
necessary to enforce equality of rights and equality of respect as standards 
of daily life, opemmess and truth must not be omittec frou the most important 
soher. of school anc education, 


lhe churches are already approaching another problem. They did succeed in 
cttim, the government to allow Christian children also to be admitted to 
universities, to permit them more frequently to attend the expanded secondai:'y 
schoo... Wut what happens to * wse who have graduated, who have acquired the 
quaiitications to become senior cadres? Are they in fact allowed to hold 
mana :cnont positions, or will these continue to be reserved for Sr) weabcrs 
because the party ~onsiders itself the “leading fcrce?" ‘he report to the 
synou states in regard to this matter that the discussion of 6 March 1978 
and the subsequent meetings between representatives of the goverment and 
the churches had stressed “that the cooperation of Christian citizens in our 
society is not merely tolerated, it is desirable and expected." The State 
Scerctary for kLeclesiastical Affairs again repeated this assertion in Dessau. 
The conference of Protestant Church leadership organizations coumented as 
follows: "These unequivocal assurances offer the basis for the social co- 
responsibility of Christians in senior functions also. We assume this to be 
‘Oo, although our experiences sometimes counterindicate it." 


‘hese other experiences, the acknowledgment that it is virtually impossible 
ior Christians in the @ to hold genuinely senior jobs, especially if they 
are not members of a party, are in fact the rule as oi now. That is why 
Curistians in the GDR tend to be rath-r resigned: Many think that all deci- 
sions are ultimately made by the others, that there is no opportunity for 
really affecting .hem; that Christians cannot expect Marxists to grant then 
veruine cquality in the socialist society. 


Continuation of Discrimination by Scate 
tranifurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 26 Sep 79 p 5 
Article signed "\.4,.0,," datelined Dessau, 25 Sep: "Merger Advocated-- 
bLessau Synod Ends--Strained Relations With State Persist" | 


(text) Last Tuesday ended the synod of the Federation of Protestant Churches 
in the GDR, held in Dessau. The final resolutions concerned Protestant unity 
in the GDR and the status of Christians and churches in this nation. The synod 
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voted for the early unification of the Land churches in a coumon Protestant 
Church in the GOR instead of the three fomuer church associations. It expressed 
its thanks to the government for the talks which had resumed since 6 March 1978: 
“We welcome quite particularly that the factual discussions between the gow 
eTrsacnt and the conference of Protestant Church leadership organizations in- 
creasingly assume the character of a dialog between independent partners." 


l.owever, th: synod also mentioned persisting conflicts. They include military 
instruction in the schools and the churches difficulties in obtaining the 
necessary printing pemaits. The synod singled out the strain in the GR "ve- 
tween the principle of equal rights, equal respect and equality of opportunity 
for all citizens--regardiess of their ideology--on the one hand and the dc- 
clared educational goal of the cocmmunist personality in all spheres on the 
other. This strain is basically insoluble.” 


Subject. to some dispute in the synod was the advocacy of a closer unity of 
the Protestant churches in the GDR. Ultimately, on Tuesday last, a formla 
was acopted which, though cautious, promises support for church unification. 
In ecclesiastical German the text says: The synod will “helpfully accompany 
and encourage” this work. The churches are invited cven now to act with as 
much cohesion as possible and to avoid duplication of efforts. In the eyes 
of Protestant Christians the Protestant Church in the GDR is spiritually and 
tactically a single entity, the synod said. Yet, as a consequence of poiiti- 
cal and theological history since the Reformation, the ccclesiastical organi- 
zation of Protestantism is extremely complex. Currently three Church asso- 
ciations of Land churches persist side by side: The Land churches of Mecklen- 
ourg, Saxony and Thuringia constitute the United Protestant-Lutheran Church; 
the Land churches of Berlin-Brandenburg, the Province of Saxony, Anhalt, 
Greifswald and Goerlitz belong to the Protestant Church of the Union; all 
‘hese Land churches have combined for 10 years in the Federation of Protestant 
Churches in the GOR, which replaced the former all-German Protestant Church 
in Germany (EKD), Many of these churches overlap. To maintain communion of 
faith, ideas and action, it will be necessary to expend much time and money. 
This is beyond the means of the churches in the GDR, which have suffered a 
severe decline. 


The crucial sentences of the Dessau synod resolution of Tuesday last read as 
follows: "The federated synod reaffirms the tendency governing the Cisenach 
recoumendations for developing @ new conmunity from the three earlier eccle- 
siastical combinations.” The comments so far available show--even where cor 
structive-critical voices are raised--that there is a good deal of readiness 
resolutely to forge ahead in order quickly to arrive at some results. 





The sy: warned of undue expectations but also of apathy. It ‘listed several 
issues which must still be dealt with before ecclesiastical unity can be 

achieved: The significance of the sects; the distribution of functicns among 
local congregations, Land churches and the new church, The Land churches are 
explicitly invited to yield same of their authority to the new common clurch. 


11695 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


PTLOT EMERGENCY PARACHUTE TRAINING DESCRIBED 


East Berlin ARMEERUNDSCHAU in German No 9, Sep 79 signed to press 29 Jun 79 
pp 36-41 


[Article by Lt Col Ernst Gebauer: "A Change For Life™] 


|Text| The high landing speeds and considerable size of modern combat planes 
make safe emergency landings, in case of technical malfunctioning, anywhere 
except at airports impossible. Technical malfunctioning occurs relatively 
seldom during training. But the pilot must be prepared for it in combat. 
Even when he is victorious. Even lack of fuel can force him to catapult. 
Then he must resort to the emergency back-up system. If he activates it, 

he ejects himself out of the cockpit along with his sea.. In fractions of 

a second, he must endure 18-20 times the stress in direction head-hips. 

After that, the air current slows him down but, depending on the speed of 
flight, the stress could possibly increase in the direction chest-back. 


When the parachute opens, pressure increases again up to 16-fold in direction 
head-hips. During the descent, stress finally decreases to 3-5-fold. This 
can be endured by a body in training. Conscious control of these processes 
is impossible. The pilot must depend on the automation of the emergency 
system. However, man has to prepare each and every automatic triggering of 
technical equipment. Corp Hoyer and the other comrades of the parachute and 
rescue service in the "Fritz Schmenkel" fighter bomber wing do this with 
their emergency systems, parachutes, flight suits and drag parachutes of the 
MiGs. An entire fighter bomber wing is depending on their work. 


So who is Hoyer? Michael Hoyer became a parachutist in the Society for 
Sport and Lechnology at the age of 17. "The entire process of jumping is 
fascinating. The free fall gives me especially great pleasure. There is 
absolute quiet and one sees a lot. Fear? No, perhaps a little during the 
first jump.” 


The speaker has 107 jumps behind him and knows the technical structure of 


all types of parachutes in common use. After being drafted, Michael became 
a parachute mechanic in the air force. After the appropriate special training, 
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‘in the army everything is more complicated, but also more interesting," 

lhe has been servicing the wing's parachutes for almost 2 years. Even for 
jump training of paratroopers, where proper know-how in case of technical 
lailure is taught. Even the most experienced pilots experlence great 
psychological stress. When stepping out of the AN2 into thin alr, they leave 
behind them the familiar machine with which they have learned to stay in 

the air. This step comes easier to many when it is Hoyer who is the first 

to jump. Because it was he who packed their parachute. Comrade Hoyer also 
tries to instill the desire to do careful work in the future parachute 
engineers who receive their special training here. They learn from the older 
comrades, especially from Hoyer. For a beginner, the canopy of a parachute 
is an enormous amount of material to handle, that is to say, to place it 
neatly in folds until it is a package the size of a knapsack, without as 
much as a line out of place. It can drive one to despair. It must be 
practiced until it can be done in one's sleep, and may not be packed inde- 
pendently until a test is passed--a separate test for each type of parachute. 


This can only be accomplished with the trainer, at the moment with Corp 
Hoyer. 


Again and again they pack together. Soon Comrade Hoyer allows his students 
to take the lead. He himself functions as assistant, but carefully 
observes every move the student makes. If necessary, he intervenes. When 
it is no longer necessary, he signs for him and jumps with that same para- 
chute before the student's eyes. "This gives the new comrades confidence 
in their own work as well as the desire to learn to jump themselves. If 
they don't already know how. Then they can pass all the tests, too. 

Corp Meissner also concerns himself with the safety of the pilots, but "at 
a different front" of the Specialized Service. Bringin:, the pilot safely 
down to the ground from different altitudes, without a plane, in spite of 
great speeds, is only one of the problems. He must also be able to cope 
with environmental conditions. Atmospheric pressure, temperature and partial 
pressure of all gases contained in the air decrease as altitude increases. 
Although the percentage of oxygen in the air does not change, an increasing 
and eventually fatal lack of oxygen appears in the organism as the altitude 
increases. The cause: When the atmospheric pressure goes down, the oxygen 
pressure in the air we breathe also goes down. In order to be able to 
function (from approximately 4,000 m on), and to be able to stay alive in 
great altitudes (from approximately 10,000 m on), the decreased oxygen 
pressure must be compensated for by an increase in the percentage of oxygen 
in the air which enters the lung as the pressure in excess of atmospheric 
pressure increases--depending on the altitude. This is relatively simple 





for the pilot in the pressurized cabin. Should it sumehow become depressuri-ed, 


or if the pilot has to eject, then his protective suit, or pressurized suit, 
protects him. It assures the necessary breathing of pure oxygen under 
excess pressure. Built-in tubes, some of them filled with compressed air, 
apply external pressure on chest or body to help the muscles used in breathing 
and to prevent problems with blood circulation (enlargement of the veins); 


40 














other tubes contain the necessary amount of pure oxygen. Simultaneously, 
the suit with its tube systems forms a kind of corset during periods of 
excess pressure in curves and dives, preventing dislocation of inner organs. 


lhe work of Corp Meissner can be appreciated only after this simplitied but 
necessary excursion tnto flight medicine. The mechanic for protective 
{light equipment is the pllots' “valet." He not only services their equip- 
ment, he also helps them into their suits and, while doing so, checks them 
over once more, adjusts them as needed and fits their helmets on. "Very 
diversified work for me. In this shift I work independently and therefore 
| have the responsibility," says the young communist Meissner. "When I 
help the pilot get out of his suit again, he tells me how it was up there. 
How he discovered his “enemy” right away and how he got him on his visor 
after only a few maneuvers. Then it is beautiful. I am happy because 

my own work has paid off, too." Ard has it paid off! Comrade Meissner has 
modified 2 testi>~ instruments so that they now work with greater precision 
and speed when the protective equipment is being tested. The corporal is 
saving 4 hours per week. Time he uses to further his special technical 
training. His last success: a mark of "good" in his examinations for 
Classification Il. 


To know that our personal equipment is taken care of by such experienced 
comrades gives us the necessary confidence when we board the plane, say the 
pilots of the wing. 


lhe report would not be complete if we did not mention the drag parachutes 
«nich help reduce high speeds during landings. For safety reasons--the fast 
planes could go off the runway--no plane may start without one. For financial 
reasons--brake liners are extremely expensive--every pilot uses the drag 
parachute. Up to 120 of these drag chutes per flight shift have to be folded 
again by the comrades. Even after they have succeeded--again for economic 
reasons--to increase the average life from 30 to 45 landings through good 
maintenance. “Through conscientious work on the systems and equipment in 

ouc care, together with every more developing collective work, we have been 
able to get the title "Besc Collective of the Regiment in 1978." Says Maj 
Herzberg, commanding officer of the Parachute and Rescue Service, not without 
pride. Because every 6 months new comrades must enter the collective. Have 
to pass many examinations. Conscientious work cannot br done on command, one 
must be educated to it. For this, he “depends on the support of his entire 


group. And that simply takes time. 





\t appears that Lime is no problem for these comrades, when it concerns their 
work. [t is barely dawn when they roll the canopy in the grass covered with 
morning dew. Jump course of the parachute mechanics. Corp Hoyer, who had 
worked second shift the day before, is also present. The AN2 starts even 
before sunrise. The first rays of the sun fall on the jumpers upon landing. 

it is Corp Hoyer's 108th jump. Why everything so early? For one, meterological 
conditions are often favorable at sunrise, and sccondly, the flight duty of 

the tighter bomber wing, their common combat mission, starts in the early 
morning hours. 
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HUNGARY 
OFFICIAL AFFIRMS COMMON GROUND WITH EUROPEAN COMMUNISTS 
Budapest TARSADALMI SZEMLE in Hungarian No 9, Sep 79 pp 22-32 
lArticle by Janos Berecz, chief of the Department of International Affairs 


under the MSZMP Central Committee: “Dialogue and Cooperation Among the 
Communists of Europe"™] 


(Toxt! A question frequently raised these days is jinow strong is the in- 
ternational communist movement today, and now strong will it be tomorrow. 
This question is extremely timely: on the one hand the communist movement 
in Our time comprises parties operating under very diverse conditions; and 
on the other hand the process of world revolution and, in close connection 
with it, also the future of mankind depend in many respects and increasing- 
ly on the activity and cooperation of these parties. If the past is the 
basis and key to the future, then we may safely say that the history of 

the past six decades has repeatedly confirmed this statement. 





In answering this question we must start out first of all from the fact that 
the communist movement is the greatest organized political force in our time. 
The communist parties are the leading force in building a new society in the 
socialist countries, and the fraternal parties are gaining in strength and 
Size elsewhere as well: today Marxist-Leninist parties are functioning in 
about 90 nonsocialist countries, uniting nearly five million people in their 
ranks. The number of those who cast their vote for communists in the na- 
tional and local elections is several times greater. The communists are 
playing an active role in various national and international organizations: 
trade unions, women's organizations, and other social organizations. 


If we compare the present situation with the situation even a decade ago, 
and if we focus our attention only on the fraternal parties in the European 
capitalist countries--as we are doing in this article--then noteworthy is 
the rise in the influence and prestige of several parties. (This is not 
altered by the fact that the rise in influence, a process that depends on 
Subjective and objective factors, is uneven.) Our fraternal parties in 
Western Europe have about three million members. Today we may say that the 
fraternal parties in, for example, France, Italy, Portigal, Spain, Finland, 
Greece and Cyprus have increased their strength to such an extent that the 
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ruling classes in all their decisions must consider, in one way or another, 


the standpoint that these parties represent. Even the hitter resistance 
with which the reactionary parties and groups in these vcountrics--and, in 
oncert with them and encouraging them, also the externai capitalist ele- 
monts--oppose any communist participation in government is a peculiar in- 
dication of the communists’ strength and influence. 
That the situation developed in this manner is a result of important fac- 
tors. It will be worthwhile to call specaa! 4*tcation to two of these 
factors. 


The first factor is that the conditions of the communist parties’ struggle 
in the countries of Western Europe--even though the specific conditions 
vary considerably--have been influence positively by the shift in the in- 
ternational balance of power, in favor of socialism, peace and progress, 
by the fact that the process of detente in Europe has gained momentum and 
produced its most significant results in this decade. 


The unfolding process of international detente has been reflected also in 
the individual capitalist countries’ balance of political power, and at the 
same time this has created more-favorable conditions for the possible un- 
folding of positive social changes in the capitalist countries. Simultane- 
ously this has made capitalist armed intervention more difficu't but has not 
ruled out such intervention completely. Liquidation of Europe's three re- 
maining fascist-like systems--in Portugal, Spain and Greece--became possible 
umd was accomplished. Today Turkey is the only country in Europe where the 
mmunist party is outlawed. 


Naturally the consolidatica of the positions of democracy and detente in 
Western Europe cannot be attributed solely to international factors. A 
ery great role in this was played by the struggle of the progressive 


forces, in the widest sense, in the individual countries. In this context 
we should call special attention to the fact that in Western Europe the 
ommunists were the vanguard in the struggle for democratic changes, and 
they had written these demands on their banners decades earlier. The $/0- 


pan that they coined were subsequently adopted by the Socialists, social 
lemocrats and other left-wing democratic forces. 


The other fundamental factor that influenced the development of the situ- 
ition was that another depression erupted in 1974 against the background 
‘§ the general crisis of capitalism, and it has been permeating all areas 
f life in the countries of Western Europe, making the conditions ripe for 
nhange. Initially this development enhanced primarily the influence of the 
‘ial democrats who promised--amidst severe inflation, large-scale unem- 
ployment, governrent instability and depression--stability, the maintenance 


f social equilibrium, and preservation of the “welfare state." In the 
final outcome, however, the protracted depression proved to the masses that 
there is no depression-free capitalism; that this concept is a myth, al- 
though the present depression differs in many respects from the depressions 
‘hat occurred in the past. 
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The fraternal parties are striving to develop the concepts of their policies 
with due consideration for the depression and its specific domestic manifcsta- 
tions. The essence of their efforts can be defined as an attempt to provide 
1 constructive program for the masses seeking a way out from the world de- 
pression. In these programs we find on the one hand the immediate require- 
ments: what must be done to curb inflation and reduce unemployment, and to 
safeguard the workers’ won rights. On the other hand the communist and 
worker parties functioning in the capitalist countries go far beyond outlin- 
ing solutions to the problems created by the present world depression and 
ire urging profound democratic reforms through which they can curb and even- 
tually break the power of the monopolies, strengthen and develop further the 
cemocratic institutions, and open the road to socialism. For all this it is 
necessary to win the masses, to achieve the widest possible cooperation of 
all antimonopoly forces, and to join up also the classes, strata and forces 
that as yet are not supporting, or have never even considered supporting, 
direct socialist solutions. 


The elaboration and practical implementation of these programs require cre- 
itive intellectual effort and consistent practical activity, and at the same 
time they have evoked a broad exchange of views among Europe's communists. 
Debate in principle developed particularly on two questions. 


First of all there was debate on the extent to which national characteris- 
tics, the differences by countries, must be taken into consideration when 
lesignatina the roads to revolution. The conditions for agreement in this 
lebate were given because, regarding the essence of this question, Marxist- 
Lenanists have never denied the abundance of the forms in which socialist 
revolution is realized, the variety of its roads. The essence of Marxism- 
Leninism’s succesful practical applicability lies specifically in that it 
does not employ general schemes to selecting the specific road of revolu- 
tionary transformation, to answering the questions that arise in the course 
of building a socialist society, rather it seeks solutions that combine into 
lialectic unity society's essential uniformity and the variety of forms. 


rine debate summed up the latest experience in the application of revolution- 
iry theory and enriched the common theory. Joint realization confirmed that 
ocialist revolution could not be copied, that hence there were no models 
f revolution, that in every country the socialist revolutionary transforma- 
tion took place and was taking place in a specific manner, one that in its 
entireness could not be repeated elsewhere. Tie common essential clements 
of the process are: the overthrow of the power of the exploiting ruling 
lasses, the establishment of popular rule under the leadership of the work- 
ing class, and the transfer of the basic means of production to socialist 
ownership. The revolutionary transformation itself takes place under ex- 
tremely variable and diverse conditions, depending on the specific circum- 
stances and the balance of political power. It may take place by armed 
violence or also by the relatively peaceful methods of revolutionary force; 
it is by no means solely the outcome of “attack” but may occur gradualiy, 
in extended form, in several longer, interrelated yet distinct stages; 
not necessarily with the complete liquidation of the previous society's 
political institutions, but also with the gradual conquest of some of these 
institutions and the transformation of others. In our time--in the wake of 
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th. shift in the international balance of power, and thanks to the greatcr 
‘itrength of che forces of socialism, democracy and peace--the likelihood 
is generally greater that the revolutionary process can start and take 
place in a peaceful and democratic manner, without an armed uprising and 
civil war. 


From the viewpoint of the communist movement as a whole, the specific prac- 
tical experience of the individual parties is valuable in that the general- 
izable experience and lessons are incorporated in Marxism-Leninism‘s ideo- 
logical system; in accordance with the directions and requirements of man- 
kind’s general development, the specific practical experience broadens and 
enriches the classical teachings, occasionally adapting them to the new 
teality, and supplements the already generalized lessons of earlier experi- 
ences. This view was formulated also in the joint communique issued on the 
visit to Hungary of the Soviet party and government delegation headed by 
Leonid Brezhnev: “The Hungarian Socialist Workers Party and the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union regard with respect the fraternal parties’ con- 
structive search for ways and means to develop further the teachings of 
Marx, Engels and Lenin regarding society's revolutionary transformation 

and the building of socialism and communism. Practice confirms that this 
activity is fruitful if it takes into account the general laws of class 
struggle and sccialist transformation, as well as the specific historical 
eonditions and national peculiarities of the given countries.” 


Within the Western European communist movement there developed simultaneous- 
ly also debate on the essence of socialism, and on existing socialism and 
feasible socialism. The debate on the way and mode of fighting the sociai- 
ist revolution cxpressed mostly the practical requirements and was linked 
to the Western European communist parties’ political proyrams. But the 
Western European exchange of views on the essence of socialism was somewhat 
of a theoretical nature. Basically it is understandable that some of the 
fraternal parties in the developed capitalist countries believe that social- 
ist society in these countries will, once it is realized, assume a differ- 

it form and will differ significantly *rom existing socialism. But the 
fact remains that in certain periods some representatives of the individual 
parties lost sight of the proportions, and that emphasis on the differences 
ied to systematic criticism of existing socialisn. 


far as criticism itself is concerned, the communist and worker parties 
that govern the socialist countries can never be satisfied with the 
ichieved results and the developed situation. The building of socialist 
yociety, too, occurs through the rise and resolution of contradictions. 


New requirements and new ideas emerge, and of course also mistakes and 
‘hortcomings occur. In ‘eed the communist and worker parties of the social- 
ist countries view these phenomena very critically, striving to uncover 
them and to correct the shortcomings. WLenin said: “All the revolutionary 
parties that perished up to now did so because they becam complacent, were 
inable to recognize wherein their strength lay, and were afraid to speak 
about their weaknesses. But we will not perish because we are not afraid 
to speak of our weaknesses and will learn to overcome them.” In accordance 
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with this teaching, constructive dissatisfaction is characteristic of so- 
cialist society’s leading and governing bodies. Within changing reality 

it as necessary to designate the new tasks and the mode of their solution, 
tn othe interest of progress. 


The class enemy has constantly “criticized” cxisting socialism and the so- 

lalist countries, since their very birth. We have placed this word in 
quotes because the means of the class enemy's criticism are indeed very 
characteristic: armed intervention, economic blockade, propaganda campaign, 
libel, and interference in domestic affairs. All this is natural because 
the bourgeoisie and international imperialism oppose existing socialism on 
a class basis. 


Imecrialism of course would like nothing better than to present as general- 
ly valid its set of values, and within this its “criticism” of the social- 
ist countries. But it is becoming increasingly evident from the nature of 
imecrialism’s “critical campaign” “Nat it is aimed against socialism, is 
Sharply anticommunist in content, and that it is directed against any and 
all forms, modes and independently chosen roads of social progress. This 
is so even if at first glance and formally most of the slogans employed by 
imecrialism in its “critical campaign” seem “merely” anti-Soviet, “merely” 
directed against the socialist countries. Essentially anticommunism does 
not ditferentiate. To international imperialism it is all the same whether 





the mmunists in question are those of Western Europe or Eastern Euroj«; 
it sees its ultimate interests jeopardized by every communist party, by 
the entire communist movement and revolutionary working-class movement. 


From the multitude of evidence we could glean at will, but on this occasion 
let us refer to the Baltimore speech by the President of the United States, 
a speech that created a worldwide sensation. in it he “expressed his hope”® 
that the strength and mass influence of the Italian CP would significantly 
decline in the near future. 


The practical experience of the struggle in recent years has proved--and 
not only to us--that a basic requirement for the growth of the communist 
movement's influence is as follows: its detachments must clearly formu- 
late their relationship to the socialist countries, to existing socialism. 
We have always felt that the socialist countries’ formation ‘is a joint 
ichievement of the international revolutionary working-clars movement, a 
support of the international class st~uggle against imperialism. Several 
Western European communist parties held congresses this year to review the 
realization of their strategic and tactical concepts, and their practical 
activity. These congresses also fortwlated more clearly and comprehensive- 
ly several important questions in conjunction with the socialist countries. 


The standpoints of these fraternal parties retain various clements of criti- 
iom regarding existing socialism, but certain of their earlier standpoints 
have been formulated more accurately, and some of them have even been modi- 


fied. 


The report presented to the 15th Congress of the Italian Communist Party 
underscored existing socialism's world historical role and significance, 
praising the results that the socialist countries have achicved in building 
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a new society Emphasizing the further tasks in exploiting the democratic 
opportunities, the report spoke with appreciation about the assertion of 
human richts .n the socialist countries; while retaining its right to 
criticize, the report also underscored that no one coul alienate the Ital- 
ian communists from the socialist countries and their parties, “from the 
sources of the Italian Communist Party‘s strength.” 


At the 23d Congress of the French Communist Party it was emphasized that 
international reaction and bourgeois propaganda were waging campaigns a- 
gainst existing socialism, that communists could not remain neutral in such 
: Situation and had to responc to the enemy’slibel. According to the stand- 
point of the French communists, socialism in every country is an original 
ind independent creation, ore that originates and develops as a specific 
response to a society's specific demands and needs. On this basis the 
French communists established with appreciation that existing socialism 
has already proved its superiority over capitalism in the solution of im- 
tant social problems, and that the >Salance of the socialist countries’ 
development has been positive. According to the French communists’ note- 
worthy statement, a specific road to socialism is realistic in France--and 
in Western Burope in general-<because the socialist countries, and the 
Soviet Union in particular, have contributed significantly toward creating 
the indispensable international conditions, toward shifting the balance of 
wer between socialism and capitalism. While they emphasized that the 
rrencl Communist Party retained the right to constructively criticize cer- 
tain phenomena in the socialist countries, they confirmed their far-reach- 
img solidarity with the communist parties that have achieved workers’ rule. 


‘he buropean communist movement also gained valuable experience during the 
pact two or three years. It seems that the fraternal parties of Wes.ern 
hurope, in the laght of this practical experience, are .orming a clearer 
‘ure of existing socialism and are beginning to judge more realistically 
the socialist countries’ results and problems, their historical role and 
present situation. This helps us to find better, more-suitable and more- 


oft cctive forms of cooperation, in the interest of our great common tasks. 


ittitude to existing socialism is not the only question in conjunction 


vith which the Western bourgeois newspapers now write that the communist 
artics “have become tougher, more rigid” and “are modifying their policy.” 
tually the point in question is not a change of policy, rather the change 
f reality, consideration of the constantly changing conditions of class 
‘rag@le. The Western European communist parties’ programs regarding the 


caceful and democratic road to socialist revolution have produced signifi- 
mt results in a few countries so far; to this extent their strategy, 


which of course is still in the phase of sear: “or ways and means with 
regard to many of its elements, has proven e. up to now. Therefore 
parties are striving to proceed consiste.. a’ long this road. But at 
tin Same time the changing direction of the moveme:' of the masses, the 
mourgeoisie's political maneuvering, the changing international and domes- 
ti ituation, and the effect of anticommunist propaganda demand that thc 


politacal activity of these parties be characterized by a high degree of 
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tactical flexibility, by timely adjustment to the realities, while their 
strategy remains consistent. 


Among these realities the communist parties take into consideration also 
the fa t that the reactionary bourgeois circles are striving increasingly 
to take direct and exclusive control of the capitalist countries’ govern- 
ments, So aS to prevent the commencement of radical social and political 
changes. After Helsinki, extremist groups of the bourgeoisie intensify 
their activity not only in propaganda. In several European capitalist 
countries there have lately appeared phenomena indicating that the mono- 
poly-capitalist system is placing its bets increasingly on explicitly 
right-wing parties and groups: on the Christian Democrats in Italy, on 
the Conservative Party in England, and on the CDU-CSU [Christian Democratic 
Union-Christian Social '.10n] in West Germany. 


It is essential to realize that the right-wing parties are concentrating 
their main fire, after and besides the communists, on the socialist and 
social democratic parties. The right-wing parties are exploiting also the 
fact that the prolonged recession is incre~sing dissatisfaction with the 
social democratic parties that are governing or participating in government 
but are unable to end inflaction, unemployment, and the rise in the cost 

of living. 


In many countries the masses have become disoriented; not only certain 
petite-bourgeois strata that even recently were able to boast of their 
social importance and material advancement, but also certain blue-collar 
and employee strata as well as groups of intellectuals. A myth is falling 
apart before their very eyes: the myth of the “welfare state” about which 
bourgeois ideologists proclaimed that it was able not only to control the 
fluctuations of the business cycle, but also to gradually liquidate poverty 
and to relieve the most flagrant manifestations of social inequality. The 
state--to borrow a phrase from LE MONDE DIPLOMATIQUE--has become a “miser 
itate” that disregards the needs of the population's less provided-for 
strata. Thus in several countries social democracy's basic ideological- 
political premis is being questioned tiist the capitalist social system must 
be preserved, and that it only needs to be “improved.” The policy is be- 
ing questioned that wishes to achieve social advancement within the frame- 
work of this system and advocates class peace between the exploiters and 
the exploited. As Callaghan, the leader of Britain‘’s Labor Party, said 

in late 1976 when he addressed the upper strata of British society and 

the trade unions, the mass base of his party: “All of us are in the same 
Situation . ... Let us all join our efforts to ensure the future, in the 
interest of building a world that is more just, offers greater equality 
and is more stable.” The outcome of the latest British elections demon- 
strates what this policy has produced. 


Tt seems that in Western Europe more and more governing parties, and not 
solely the social democratic parties, must reckon with the fact that their 
own election pledges are difficult to fulfill, and that they are able to 
remain in power for only one term of office. This, to, increases politi- 
cal instability, which also the right-wing and extreme-right parties and 
groups are exploiting. 


48 











in | countries: it has become apparent that monopoly capital's pur- 
bite groupes and extrome-right advocates are cxploiting terrorism cxten- 
sively against the Leftists and all progressive forces. The social roots 
of terrorism may be found in the disnintegration of the capitalist sys- 
tem’s social structure; its important characteristic is that it is appear- 
ing less and less in its true color, the white of the right wing, rather 

it masks itself in red. The rise in terrorism is noticeable particularly 
in Italy, Spain and Turkey. 


The attitude of Western government circles to terrorism is ambiguous. On 
the one hand they regard it as intolerable, because often also the repre- 
sentotives of power become the victims of the terrorist attacks, and also 
because the terrorism paralyzes the functioning of the given political 
system's institutions and government organs. Under the pretext of curbing 
terrorism, on the other hand, Western government circles are willing to 
idopt measures that aid the ri,ht-wing or extreme-right forces; such 
moasures help to frighten the masses and keep them in check, and to intro- 
duce repressive legislation against the actual revolutionary forces. They 
exploit the fact that the political crimes and murders--which the terror- 
ists often commit under ultraleftist slogans--create an atmosphere in which 
even the masses respond favorably to such right-wing slogans as “order must 
be created,” “a firm hand is needed,” and even democratic and constitution- 
i) tights must be Limited. They utilize the acts of terrorism to discredit 
the truly leftist parties and organizations, the communists in particular, 
und to launch a broad offensive against then. 


A shift to the right is clearly discernible in the policies of several large 
poverning or oppositionary bourgeois parties: the Conservatives in England, 
the Christian Democrats in Italy, and the Democratic Social Center (CDS) 

in Portuaal. It is Likewise a fact that the right wing gained ground in 
overal Wester European elections, and in the elections to the European 
Parliament in particular. (It should be noted, however, that this is less 
true of local elections where the voters are familiar with the candidates, 
know whom they are voting for, and where anticommunist propaganda .s che 
least effective.) 


The communist parties note these phenomena and analyze them. They do not 
idopt the standpoint that the gains of peace and progress rule out in prin- 
‘iple a shift to the right, rather they start out from the realization that 
a shift to the right cen be forestalled and opposea. Therefore the commun- 
ist parties--without underestimating the interparty negotiations and com- 
oromises, and without curtailing their efforts in the election campaigns-- 
are devoting more attention than before to direct, everyday, persistent 

and differentiated political work among the masses, to forging the unity 


‘f the democratic forces; particularly significant within this is joint 
ction with the socialists. At the same time it is obvious that the facts 
of a shift to the right within the individual countries and parties must 
not be viewed in themselves, rather they are indications of the increased 


international coordination of imperialist policy. This, too, is an objec- 
tive factor that prompts the individual revolutionary detachments to co- 
rdinate their activity. 
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Naturally the most important prerequisite for the realization of a poli- 
tical progra’a is that the conditions necessary for the pursuit of a de- 
termined policy must actually be realized in struggle against the bour- 
geoisie. Any political concept or strategy can become social practice 
and reality only in class struggle against the class enemy, against the 
domestic bourgeoisie and international imperialism. 


In the developed situation it is understandable that the fraternal parties 
operating in the capitalist countries of Europe want to develo further 
and to formulate more accurately their standpoints in certain areas. One 
Such area is the struggle for peace and disarmament. 


The question of war and peace is integrally linked with the struggle for 
democracy and socialism. This relationship is as old as the working-class 
movement. In our time-essentially since the development of the multitude 
of nuclear weapons and their delivery systems--the struggle against war is 
not simply a part of the political struggle for democracy and socialism. 
Much more is involved at present. Modern military technology means that 
mankind can destroy itself several times over. Political struggle against 
war under these circumstances is also a necessary prerequisite for the 
Struggle for democracy and socialism, because a thermonuclear war could de- 
stroy entire nations and continents, and it could mean the end to present- 
day civilization. 


The communist parties see this danger, but they also see the opportunities. 
On the one hand imperialism, true to its essential nature, is striving to 
maintain military tension, is intensifying the arms race by developing 
ever-newer means of mass destruction. On the other hand the working-class 
movement, likewise true tc its essential nat.re, opposes these objectives 
igainst mankind; jointly with the other political forces of society, the 
working-class movement can successfully opposs the policy of war and can 
fight against the arms race, in favor of disarmament. 


The joint documents of the communist parties’ many significant internation- 


il consultations provide a program ror the struggle for peace and disarma- 
ment. Obviously one of the most complicated requirements for the fraternal 
parties of Western Europe today is that they coordinate their domestic ef- 


forts demanded by the class struggle, the realization of their programs 
that sum up their domestic tasks, with tne requirements of peaceful coexis- 
tence, the tasks of the international revolutionary process with the strug- 
gle for peace and disarmament. The Communist World Conference in 1969, 

and the Berlin Conference of the European Communist and Worker Parties in 
1976 provided a clear interpretation for this task and outlined the mode 

of its realization. In the joint document adopted in Berlin, the 29 parti- 
Cipating fraternal parties stated: "The policy of peaceful coexistence, 


active cooperation among countries independently of their social systems, 
and international detente are in accord with the interests of all nations 
as well as with the progress of entire mankind, . . . will create the best 
conditions . . . for the struggle against the domination of monopolies, 


for the struggle to achieve socialism.” In agreement with this standpoint, 
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the Berlin Conference adopted a very significant action program to over- 

ome the obstacle to detente, to ensure the progress of this process, to 
curb the arms race anc military confrontation, and to promote the cause 
of disarmament. 


In practice it nevertheless seems that we in Europe are still lagging in 
the »ctions for the joint realization of this realistic and necessary pro- 
gram. Admittedly the political campaign against the neutron bomb was one 
of the most significant and most successful political campaigns since World 
War T_, and it forced the advocates of this destructive weapon to retreat 
temporarily. But it is likewise true that the plan to introduce the neutron 
bomb in Western Europe is now being revived, and that the leadirg military 
organs of NATO, under American direction, wish to introduce in Western 
Lurove also a series of long-range missiles. Thus it is also true that 
there is no cause for self-camplacency when larger masses are demonstrating 
in Western Europe against nuclear power plants, the peaceful uses of atomic 
energy, than against nuclear weapons. Three years ago the Berlin Confer- 
ence of European Communist and Worker Parties adopted a good program, but 
we believe that it is in our common interest to exert more effort than up 
to now for the realization of this program, for strengthening our unity of 
action against the imperialists. 


Inteagrally related to this is the idea that regardless cf what road to so- 
‘lalism a country chooses, its fate in our time will be determined increas- 
incly by the international conditions and circumstances. The maintenance 
of peaceful international relations is in the primary interest of the re- 
volutionary forces: so that the transformation of society may occur in 


tne relatively most favorable situation, and also to provide the reaction- 
iry military forces the ieast possible opportunity for exporting counter- 
revolution, for flagrant interference and intervention. Therefore it is 


important to unmask such centers of militarism as NATO, a hotbed of the 
armament race and of reactionary changes. Today NATO is one of the driving 


forces of the armament race on our continent; by its military-political 
tivity it is undermining the foundations of detente, and in the final out- 
mo it is also thwarting the official policies of those member nations 


re striving to maintain and develop peaceful coexistence. 


voperation for peace and social progress, and the concerted actions a- 
jainst the armament race constitute a living and natural link that not on- 
does not require the cessation of debate on other questions, but makes 
increasingly possible the clarification of live questions and newly aris- 
ing problems, in calm, constructive and comradely debates, enabiing us to 
lraw appropriate conclusions from %ur joint analyses. In conjunction with 
the problem of dictatorship and democracy, for example, there have arisen 
it present three questions that are of importance to the international com- 
munist movement from the viewpoint of both theory and practice: the atti- 
tude to the capitalist countries’ bourgeois democratic institutions, suit- 
ible evaluation of the socialist countries’ political practice, and ap- 
praisal of the present international conditions. 
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All three questions were discussed in detail at the international scienti- 


fi nference held in Tihany in April of this year, sponsored by BEKE ES 
CAS LALTZMUS, the joint periodical of the communist and worker parties, 
gad iby the Hungarian Socialist Worker Party. At the conference, in our 


pinion, the debate on the interrelations of revolution and democracy was 
very timely. From the very beginning the communist movement has inscribed 
om its banner the ideals of true democracy, and today this movement has an 
opportunity--a greater opportunity than ever before--to place these ideals 
in the service of the working class, of the cause of the workers. But to 
what the conferees established about this opportunity, they immediately 
added that this opportunity was also a necessity, because increasing ef- 
forts were being made in the sharp international ideological struggle to 
use the slogan of democracy against the working class and its party. 


Although there are significant differences in approach that stem from the 
differences in the situation within the individual parties and in the con- 
ditions of their countries, a consensus nevertheless developed in Tihany 
that bourgeois democracy provided a suitable terrain for the struggle of 
the revolutionary working-class movement. In the interest of achieving the 


‘lass objectives of the working class, the communist parties must utilize 
the opportunities stemming from the bourgeois democratic conditions, but in 
the final outcome the process of revolution means the surpassing of bour- 
geo.s democracy. Socialist revolution attains a higher level of democracy, 


imparting a new meaning to this concept; after all the power of the work- 
ing class is based on a broad alliance, on the masses, and the transfer of 
the basic means of production to socialist ownership and the implementation 
of the principles of social justice open up unprecedented opportunities. 
With the execution of socialist revolution, democracy exceeds its earlier 
limits and becomes an integral part of all areas of life, including also 


the political, economic and intellectual spheres. 

These fraternal parties clearly realize also that very many questions have 
yet to be answered regarding the future--about which there are differences 
f opinion even within the individual parties--and that in the final out- 


‘ome only life, only revolutionary practice, can provide these answers. 
Such questions, for example, are the following: to what extent is it pos- 
ible to utilize in the process of society's transformation certain elements 
if the bourgeois democratic political superstructure; to what extent can 
social reforms pave the way for radical transformation; what are the char- 
acteristics of the peaceful road to socialism, and what are the interrela- 
tions of power in its individual stages. It is of course still impossible 
at present to provide exact answers to questions of this type, but this 
fact cannot obscure the great positive significance of comradely debate in 
ipproaching theoretical questiors. And in any case the debate does not al- 
low us to forget that on which there 1s consensus: the communists, if it 
were up to tnem, would prefer to achieve all the objectives of the working 
lass--nerce even the assumption of power--peaceful'y if possible, by poli- 


tical means. 
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All che conferees likewise agreed that not the formal characteristics 

but che essence, the content, had to be investigated when evaluating the 
‘ond’ tions in the socialist countries, the assertion of civil rights and 
Of demccracy. Obviously related to this policy of development is the fact 
that at the Tihany Conference several representatives of fraternal parties 
functioning in nonsocialist countries spoke with appreciation about the 
international significance ot developing socialist democracy. They empha- 
Sized that we have reached the threshold of an era in which new strata can 
‘ome to the realization that the fulfillment of democracy is unimaginable 
without socialism, that socialism is the system which provides a new dimen- 
Ston for the development of democracy. 


Naturally the formation of socia..ist democracy's system of institutions is 
no means complete, and the further expansion of the content will be the 
sutcome of a long historical process. But already the experience to date 


has attracted increasing interest. The socialist countries’ experience, 

including that of our country, was received with interest also in Tihany: 

the conterces saw in it the formation of a political system capable of en- 
ipitor tn everyday practice the interests of the working classes and strata, 
' tie tndividual workers, the assertion of the rights defined in the con- 
titution and other legislation, and thereby capable of development and 
rowth 


Tne debate of the participating communist scientific experts at the Tihany 
‘rence took place in a frank, sincere, friendly and comradely atmosphere; 
ven the opposing views were presented tactfully, with mutual appreciation 
ind friendship. The most important lesson of the conference is that debate 
onducted in the spirit of responsibility, mutual respect and trust can 

lead theoretically to exceptionally useful conclusions, and in practice to 
the recognition of the need for cooperation. 


Tne significance of the communist and worker parties’ joint theoretical con- 
ference is very great. Today every fraternal party of the world communist 
vement develops its strategy and tactics equally and independently. But 

‘--as Janos Kadar pointed out at the Berlin Conference of European Com- 
i\iSt and Worker Parties--lends special significance to the joint theoreti- 
| utilization of practical experience gained nationally. Our scientific 
rid outiook--which is neither a collection of theses nor a closed doc- 
ine, rather a live and developing science--is able to develop further in 
tihis manner, through the comparison, reconciliation and theoretical general- 

ition of the collective experience. The high-level and constructive de- 
it the Tihany Conference, which analyzed the important theoretical 

iestions of democracy in conjunction with present-day international real- 

ty, likewise served this purpose. 


mnunists are guided by basically common principles and linked by con- 

mon objectives, regardless of what specific conditions they work under and 
it ummediate tasks they are trying to solve. In Europe this statement has 

nfirmed particularly during the past three years. Depending on the 








fferences in our situation and in the conditions of our strucgle, there 


may be differences of opinion among us on certain questions, but peace and 
ocialism are our common program in the struggle that we are simultaneous- 
ly waging nationally as well as internationally. Our common objectives c - 
incide with the aspirations of entire progressive mankind, conform to the 
direction of universal human progress. Therefore our struggle is necessari- 


ly combined with the struggle of the widest popular masses. This is why 
the standpoint of every fraternal party on the great questions of our time 
is of particular significance. We are responsible to the immediate and 
the distant future, to the present and coming yenerations, for the reaiiza- 


tion of our opportunities, for the strengthening of peace and security in 
Europe and in the entire world, for the continuation of social progress. 
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HUNGARY 


SURVIVAL AT ALL COSTS GOAL OF STUDENTS, TEACHERS 
Budapest IFJUSAGI MAGAZIN in Hungarian No 9,Sep 79 p 9 


[Text] Is there anyone, even among the middle aged, who does not recall the 
popular or less popular child's game of Number War? In my memory it lives 
as a truly captivatirsg, all-absorbing game. I pictured myself as a bit 
brave, a bit he.oic. I felt re.l excitement, real “battle” anxiety during 
each game. Although I was often among the fallen and found myself on the 
losing team, this did not damp my enthusiasm; these were the risks of the 
battle. 


Recently I participated in a game of Number War played by members of a 
secondary school. I was playing on the team of the defenders. The old 
excitement reawakened in me; when I spotted the "enemy" my pulse quickened. 
"Let's go," I thought to myself and studied features of the battlefield, 

the bushes and mounds which would serve as cover for my movements. However, 
after a time, I no longer understood what was happening. The attack came 

to a halt; the “soldiers” hid behind trees; most of them made no move at 
ali. Other covered the numbers on their foreheads with their arms and moved 
forwards cautiously like that. The game came to a standstill. Why? 


Then | understood. The teenage boys and girls were simply afraid. They were 
not concerned with probable victory but with mere personal survival. 
Therefore, they considered all risk senseless and vain. They must have been 
thinking if they did nothing, they would survive. They were afraid. 


Weeks ago I received a letter from P. P., a secondary school acquaintance 
of mine. He was in his fourth year at a s,7anasium of good reputation in 

4 small Transdanubian town. His letter described a rather sad event: 

They, the guys - or the KISZ leaders if you like--had thought up a whole- 
day program which promised to be interecting and exciting in celwbration of 
1 social festival. They began organizing it with enthusiasm; this is 
precisely the spirit which is most lacking nowadays among youth. 


Then, suddenly and without any particular explanation, the renowned 
director of the school, a recipient of mary academic honors, called the 
entire program off. Although some of the youngsters tried to reason with 
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him, he remained adamant: He said: “Let us stick by the old, proven 
format; everything in it can be calculated in advance; no risks are 
involved." And he warned the KISZ leaders not to make an issue of it or 

it would be the worse for them. P. P. concluded his letter: "You know, I 
thought at first that I should write all this up for some newspaper. After 
all, it was an outrageous injustice. Then I realized that I would only 
defeat myself. I must graduate from gymnasium and continue my studies; 

I fear the consequences. I beg you, too, to make no issue of it, because 
we would get our fingers burned. 





You understand, don‘t you?" 


Another letter I received was written by B. E. He asks me to forget what 
he recently reported to me, or more precisely, not to go to his school, 
not to investigate the matter which made us both so indignant at the time: 
Namely, the director of the school (also renowned and much decorated) 
terminated the “vertical”™ structure of KISZ which in-iuaed all age groups 
in his school and reverted to KISZ basic units by grade. He did this with 
the approval of the faculty but not of the students. He justified the 
return to “one basic organization for each grade;' by claiming that this 
made it easier for the teachers to exercise tighter supervision over what 
the students were doing in the basic organizations and thus get a better 
overview of the situation as a whole. According to B. E., the school's 
KISZ organization was one of the regretably few secondary school organiza- 
tions in which students of different ages enjoyed themselves, in which the 
basic organizations became a community. None of the student leaders of 
KISZ dared to object. Who knows what the consequences of expressing an 
opinion might be. At that time B. E. and I agreed that I would visit the 
school and attempt to help in the reestablishment of the students rights. 
And then came the letter urging me to do nothing. “You may feel that I am 
a coward for being unwilling to stand up officially for what I told you. 

I admit that I am truly afraid, also ashamed. But please understand: 

the moment you set foot out of the school, I will be left there to face 
the music any way they choose to play it. And I would like to graduate 

in peace and continue my studies. That's why I prefer to keep mum and 
admit that I'm a coward. Perhaps you will understand.” 


1 was discussing school affairs with a few students at a KISZ camp for 
students from secondary schools. To describe tneir mood ‘n a phrase, 

it was one of dissatisfaction. They complainec that they were not permitted 
to have independent opinions, that they were silowed no input into anything, 
that they are at the mercy of their teachers in everything. They said 

ihat there were exceptions, of course, a few teachers who would understand 
and listen to them, but such teachers had little influence on the faculty. 

I tried to persuade them to consider: it is possible that the students 

have the wrong slant on matters, that teachers and adults mean well and 
would like students to learn as much as possible at school. I tried to 
explain that serious work requires discipline and that, obviously they 
[students] were no angels. They acknowledged this but could not understard-- 
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no more than I can--why adults cling to stereotypes, formalities, super- 
ticialities which are totally alien to teenagers. They fail to understand, 
quite naturally, why they should not be permitted to think, too, why they 
can't express their opinions of the things that happen to them every day. 


| listened to them for a while and then askei: “If all this is true, why 
don’t you speak up when you have a chancz to speak? At class meetings, 
student parliaments, KISZ meetings? Or even via the school paper or school 
radio. 


The response was a deafening silence. Tolerant, resigned half smiles appeared 
on their faces. I could see the question in their eyes: "What world are 

you living in?" Since they remained mute, I involu.itarily asked, “Are you 

af raid?” 


Another silence. Then a boy who had said not a word yet said, averting his 
eyes, "I can speak only for myself. Yes, I'm afraid.” 


"But of what are you afraid?" 
"1 don't want to discuss it,” he answered. 


What types of experiences can produce such a wall of silence? I felt 
compelled to persist. “Why don't you tell us? Don't you trust us either?” 
With great reluctance and with head still averted, he said that he had posed 
a question at a political debate group, a question which the teacher in 
charge of the debate group felt was out of line, and the teacher made a 
“political issue” of it in the school. The boy said, "I was only asking, 
because there was something I didn't understand, and instead of getting 

an answer | was nearly kicked out of school. Since then, I keep my mouth 
shut." Involuntarily, I asked, "What school do you go to?" "Don't be 
offended, but I won't answer that." 


Of course; why should he tell me? I might go there and the whole affair 
might be raked up again. 


The others listened tensely to our dialogue. Then, interrupting one another 
they offirmed that they had every reason to be afraid. They spoke of student 
hostel directors who used informers, of teachers’ reprisals after student 
parliament discussions. A whole avalanche of complaints was set in motion. 


i lett the table musing. I had heard opinions some of which were surely 
exaggerated. However, the fear of punishment for teliing the truth lurks 
in all of them: it is an actual phenomenon. What can | say to them? 
Tell them to read the sections on rights and duties in the ruies for 
secondary school students? The teachers are thoroughly familiar with 
these themselves. So? 





I began to toy with an idea. What if I wrote another article beginning: 
“Recently I had the chance to participate in a game of Number War. Both 
attackers and defenders were adults, including teachers." Then I would 
continue: “The game was very interesting and remains so today. We all 


lie hidden behind trees and cover our numbers. What if we manage to 
survive?” 
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POLAND 


*CONVERGENCE’ OF U.S., PRC INTERESTS DISCUSSED 
Warsaw .4. in English 1321 GMT 5 Oct 79 LD 


[Text] Warsaw, 5 Oct, PAP--China is striving for more than just a most 
favoured nation clause in trade with the United States. China is interested 
in obtaining the status of the most favoured partner of the United States 

in respect of policy and strategy which would almost automatically guarantee 
economic benefits, the daily TRYBUNA LUDU writes. 


Declarations and pledges made by Vice-President Mondale seem to indicate 
that the amplitude of U.S. plans has come closer to Chinese desires, though 
it is too early to guess in what a degree they will be fulfilled. 


The United States has strategic interests “parallel” to those of Chinese 
leaders in activities strategically burdening the Soviet Union. Washington's 
ruling circles believe that they can benefit from tensions created by China 
on the Soviet borders. But the very same circles feel also disturbed at 

the thought of Chinese preparations for another aggression on Vietnam 
threatening with perturbations and risk that the U.S. would rather like to 
avoid, 


The manifesting of convergencies with China by President Carter's administra- 
tion precisely at this time should not be ascribed exclusively to reasons 
related to forthcoming elections although the presentation of Carter's 

visit to Beijing as a political success is surely envisaged in the programme 
of election campaign, TRYBUNA LUDU points out. 


Nonetheless, the exchange of ambassadors as well as Chinese and American top 
level trips are stimulating the policy of U.S. allies on the Beijing 
direction. The United States does not intend, however, to yield its lead to 
anybody else while the desire to act as a coordinator vis-a-vis Japan and 
Western Europe urges the USA to greater efforts. 
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BRIEFS 


POPE, UN EMPLOYEE--Pope John Paul II promised that he would do everything 
which he can to render assistance tc Alicja Wesolowska, a UN official who 
was arrested in Warsaw 53 days ago and accused of espionage. The matter of 
Wesolowska was taken up with the Holy Father by Lowell Flanders, lcader of 
the UN workers union. As we have already informed our readers, Wesolowska 
was arrested while she was on her way from New York to Mongolis, where she 
had received a new position. Flanders spoke with the Pope during a recep- 
tion given by UN Secretary General Waldheim. [Text] [London DZIENNIK 
POLSKI in Polish 4 Oct 79 p 1] 


\MBASSADOR MEETS ROMANOV--Moscow (PAP)--While staying in Leningrad on a visit, 
Kazimierz Olszewski, the ambassador of the PRL in the USSR, was received by 
Crigoriv Romanov, CPSU Central Committee Political Bureau member and first 
eceretary of the Leningrad Oblast CPSU Committee. [Text] [Warsaw TRYBUNA 
A'TDU in Polish 27 Sep 79 p 2] 
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DYNAMICS OF POLITICAL SYSTEM UNDER SOCIALISM 

Development of Socialist Society 
Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 17, 5 Sep 79 pp 34-36 
/irticle by Theodor Manescu/ 


/Text/ In connection with the discussion published in ERA SOCIALISTA No li, 
1979 on the subject "Dynamics of the Political System in Romania in the Pro- 
cess of Socialist Construction,” the editors have received some coments dif- 
fering with the views expressed in the said discussion. To be sure this is 
the way to broaden knowledge and to bring out the constructive features of 
the dialog of ideas, but these comments convey views, hypotheses or arguments 
that are debatable in their turn, and the editors are publishing them as such 
amd as part of the necessary exchange of opinions that should characterize 
any discusrion. 


The interesting discussion of the dynamics of the political system in Romania, 
reported in our party's theoretical journal FRA SOCIALISTA (No 1, 1979), is 
food for thought about the transition from capitalism to socialism and especi- 
ally about the problems and prospects of the advance toward cowwnisn. 


“Our political system is a living organism in a state of change...," one of 
the speakers (Constantin Mocarm) quite rightly said, and rightly because so- 
cialism as the entirety of social systems including the socialist political 
system (or rather subsystem) is not and cannot be changeless but, on the con- 
trary, is constantly and ceaselessly changing. "Nothing exists unless it is 
at odds with itself.” (Brecht) 


Socialism itself is not only a result but also a cause, a basis for something 
else, and a continuous, unending process that is self-regulating but subject 
not only to pragmatically necessary correctives but also to internal changes 
constantly brought about by the conflict between the new and the old and the 
action of the law of unity and the conflict of opposites. 


As Marx said in "Critique of the Gotha Program," socialism does not arise on 
its own basis but on a capitalist basis, and therefore it bears "the stamp of 
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capitalism" in every respect, “economic, political and spiritual." Sut it is 
also a process that produces and contains the seeds of commnisn. 


The idea that socialism has not yet fully asserted its good points, the deter- 
mination of the objective of building the fully developed socialist society, 
the forecast of its essential features, the promotion of the principles of 
self-manarement and independent economic administration, ani the compilation 
of the code of socialist ethics and justice, all these ari more represent a 
>brilliant, creative development of the Marxist view of socialism as a first 
stare, below communism, and an invaluable contribution to the solution of the 
problems of phasing the transition to commmnisn. 


'n describing, in the course of the subject discussion, an essential feature 
of the dynamics of our political system, another speaker (Ovidiu Trasnea) said, 
"In the presence of class antagonisms the relationships of the leaders to the 
led, whereby society is foverned or managed, represent not only 2 ‘technical 
fact,’ an expression of the social division of labor, but also a division in- 
to social groups in the form of opposition. But the evolutionary trend of 
these relationships under the socialist revolution in Romania was that of re- 
solving the traditional « » sition between the governing and the governed, 
toe leaders and the led. A, the principle of the people's sole, sovereign 
ami complete power was { .p’ mented, the workers were enlisted in the real 
management of public afi *° 3.* 


We mast avree with this formlation (with one reservation we shall make Aang 
especially since almost all the discussion is guided by the theory of the dy- 
mar ics of the state formulated by Nicolae Ceausescu at the Plermum of the Party 
ventral Comittee on 4 July 1979: “Let us realize that the theory of disap- 
pearance of the state does not mean its abolition at a particular time but the 
formation of a system whereby the masses participate in sccial activity and 
some their responsibility for social management... The fully developed so- 
clalist society and the advance toward communism are out of the question with- 
wut constant change in the state structure and constantly growing participa- 
tion of the masses in social managenent,* 


"he present methods of implementing the people's power werw cogently described 
‘by Toan Ceterchi) in the discussion: ‘We cannot be contert with defining the 
state merely as a mechanism whereby the people's power is «xercised. As we 
see, the power is implemented through a broader social mechanism, while the 
state's functions are performed with the aid not only of the state organs 
strictly speaking but also of the political organizations, especially those 

* the party as the political leader, and with the aid of the mass ani public 
organizations, that of other social bodies and, of course, that of the citi- 
sens in increasingly varied forms.” 


History has traversed many stages since Lenin analysed the state, and comun- 
.st conceptions of the state have been enriched in close connection with the 

assertion of revolutionary humanism and the principles of socialist democracy. 
‘ertainly the socialist state can no longer be defined merely as a “bourgeois 
state without the bourgeoisie, or socialist law as “bourgeois law without the 
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bourgeoisie." For example, what is the code of socialist ethics and justice 
amd its enforcement but the criticism the future commnist makes of the pre- 
sent? 


The speakers did not confine themselves to describing the present realities 
but also tried to forecast some future trends. This is also a merit of this 
discussion, especially in the light of Nicolae Ceausescu's conception of the 
function of the social sciences and of science in reneral, a conception so of- 
ten stated, and restated with special emphasis at the recent plenum of the 
wntral Committee, to the effect that true science cannot be content with 
mere repetition of what others have said or done but must explore and foresee 
the future. 


In trying to envisage some trends of the future dynamics of our political 
system, another speaker (Aurelian Cosmatchi) said, "The institutions ani or- 
vanizations that were formed as class instruments will curtail their activity, 
ard in commmnism they will cease it, but not before they have exhausted their 
nistorical mission in the present period." And after pointing out that "The 
problem of the disappearance of some institutions and mass orgarizations in 
communism, especially the political ones, has been and is much disputed,® he 
went on to say, °Of course the disappearance of politicel institutions in com 
s~unism does mot mean tie disappearance of any functions of social organization 
or management. As the RCP Program indicates, in communism the state will be- 
come more and more an organism for organizing and managing all socioecononic 
activity and for regulating social relations, with a hierarchy of social or- 
ganisms under it with the mission of organizing, managing and planning produc- 
tion and all social activity and of securing distribution according to con- 
munist principles... Of course it is difficult to try to describe at present 
the institutions and organisations that will function in communism... All 
these organizations, together with the institutions of communist society that 
will comprise the system of social management, will form a hierarchy and will 
divide their functions and powers on organizational principles imposed by 
communist society.* 


Of course these statements, being hypotheses, cannot be contradicted or supple- 
mented for the time being except by other hypotheses. ‘Indoubtedly, communist 
experience alone will confirm, supplement or refute them. But I think their 
limited and limiting character is already apparent, because even now in social- 
ism, in the first stage of commmisn, the state is becoming more an? more an 
organism for organizing and managing 411 socioeconomic activity and for reru- 
lating social relations. The state is now organizing, managing and planning 
production, and it is securing distribution not on the principles of commun- 
ism, to be sure, but on those of socialism. The organizations and instituti- 
ons are hierarchic in form, and they divide their functions amd powers, etc. 
Then is there no difference between socialism and cosmunism? In the crucial 
problem of the transition to commmisn, that of the state, is there no change? 


The problem is of so great theoretical and practical isportance that such hy- 
potheses reducing communism to socialism cannot be accepted without critical 
exarination, 
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Of course it is difficult at present to describe the institutions of communism 
and their functions. In the attempt to describe them an! how they will repro- 
iuce the institutions of today, we even find a favorable note, samely the con- 
viction that commnist society will not be an anarchic society but a better 
orgarized one. And it is true that the RCP Program theorizes, among other 
things, that "There will be no dividing wall between socialism and communism." 
Rut this does not mean that we are forgetting Lenin's hypothesis that "Poli- 
tically speaking, the distance between socialism and communism will probably 
be enormous in the long run." 


Socialism arose on a capitalist basis and contains the seeds of communism. 
Therefore communism will not be an absolute denial of socialism but a dialec- 
tica] denial, a higher level of social development that will have all the ad- 
vantares of socialism but will not be confined to them. It is accordingly 
clear that in relation to capitalism, socialism represents the new and it is 
to be defended, supported, consolidated and developed as such. 3ut in rela- 
tion to communism, an "old socialist" also appears and gradually becomes 

wore conspicuous. 


Let us consider, for example, the nature of state ownership as that of the 
entire people and the threefold capacity of the worker as producer, owner and 
beneficiary as he has been quite rightly defined. While the worker's capaci- 
ties as a producer and as a beneficiary of his own labor are conveyed to him 
‘;rough his senses and consciousness by material and therefore recornizable 
Signs that are intensive and frequent enough to convince him entirely and im- 
meiiately that he is a producer and a beneficiary of his labor, no such signs 
entirely convey to him his capacity of co-owner of socialist property. The 
latter has not yet been completely visualized, 

To be sure self-management, independent economic administration, and intensi- 
fied economic and socialist democracy are clearly effective ways, of great 
theoretical and practical value, to overcome the above-mentioned contradiction. 
tit in making decisions and in this area too society still has a long way to 


‘oO, Decavse competent decisions require long experience and a whole series 
* disciplines, 

“he transition from socialism to communism, or the advance toward communism, 
Isc entails other problems, in the areas of economic frowth, rrowth of labor 
“ductivity, increased leisure time, participation of the masses in manage- 

vent of the state and society, the hierarchy of state structures, etc. 


a well-known fact that the so-called "consumer societies" have created 
‘ificial, superfluous needs in addition to the real, normal ones, that they 
ive battened on the cheap energy resources of others and waste of the world's 

enerey and raw material resources, and that they have contributed essentially 

the present ecological imbalance and the energy crisis. Socialism and com- 

nism call for scientifically substantiated consumption, complete satisfacti- 

i of people's real needs and not their artifical ones, correlation of growth 

~i. th demorrapnic evolution while maintaining and consolidating the ecological 
balance and the balance between the world's resources and consumption, and 





equality of all nations' economic growth. Socialism ani communism are to ob- 
tain a labor productivity growth cereater than that of capitalism, dut not by 
wasting the resources our planet (or nation) offers us or by destroying the 
ecological balance or the balance between resources and consumption. The sost 
rational of all systems, socialism demonstrates its superiority not only by 
providing for present welfare but especially by securing a normal future for 
mankind, by virtue of its high sense of responsibility for the future of every 
people and all mankind. I think the object of making Romania a country with 

a mecium level in the next few years and then an economically advanced country 
as soon as possible is to be understood in coimection with all these problens 
of general economic growth. The Draft Directives for the 17th Party Congress 
contain the Pomanian conmmunists' original solutions to all these problems. 


To be sure the present "division of labor" between the leaders and the led had 
a class character (and still has in capita’ st societies), but under socialism 
it is becoming more and more a "technical fact." But under this formulation 
there is no escape from the fact that it is a source of alienation, among oth- 
er things. Yet comminism is supposed to be a society of disalienation wherein 
mam. is restored to his own human nature. 


-t course labor wil’ never be free of coercion, an objective coercion imposed 
y the problems of organization and cooperation and by all the demands of "so- 
cial labor" and "socialized labor." This does not mean that labor is not or 
cannot be free. B3ut conversion of labor from working to survive to working 
for pleasure requires a maximum of creativity in every field of labor and a 
minimum of routine and monotony. Labor converted to creation is a source of 
pleasure, and pleasure can only be free. 


Furthermore, more leisure time will enhance every worker's competence in de- 
{sion mking and in manayenment of the enterprise, commune, city and state, 
including that of distribution, circulation and profitability of the surplus 
product. Sy rotation, each one can and will be "leader" and "led," a member 
of various assemblies, representative councils and associations for control, 
iefense of group interests and prosperity, an administrator, town councilor, 
‘udge, defender of civic order, artist, painter, athlete etc. The system of 

"jielerates" by rotation will predominate, 


io not consider it sufficient to say that the structures of comwnism will 
slso be hierarchic, We should say what is essential, namely that every man 
capable of it can and will be both leader and led in rotation and, in some 
casee he will be led in one field and leader in another at one and the same 
tim. 


T fee] these are the seeds of communism that the party secretary reneral con- 
sistently encoura’es as an authentic exponent of the new and the nation's com- 
runist future, thus providing the new generations with an all-inclusive ideal. 
Commnism is incompatible with any statist-technocratic or statist-bureaucra- 
tic formula. 








Socialist Awareness of Masses 
Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 17, 5 Sep 79 p 36 
/article by Vasile Carjaliu, activist on the Dolj County Party Commi ttee/ 


/Text7 The extended scope of purposeful and organized social action and the 
corplexity of the tasks and aims of socialist and communist construction, to- 
gether with the high growth rates produced by the mobilization of all the peo- 
ple's creative powers and energies, are increasing the importance of the poli- 
tician in our society and making creater demands upon the elements who manage, 
rerulate and integrate our entire social system. 


The evolution of our political system is unquestionably in the direction of 
communist self-manarenent. We have already created the models of the first 
organisms on the macrosocial and microsocial levels that constitute the embryo 
of communist self-management, to be perfected in every stare traversed. But 
the ultimate achievement of this leap in our social development entirely de- 
pends upon improvement of the masses' awareness, which makes it possible to 
-reate these organisms characteristic of communist society on a general basis. 
As the ROP Program says on this subject, "Socialist democracy will develop as 
the workers' training and competence are improved and the scope of their know- 
ledge and their ideolovical and political awareness are broadened," 


mce his awareness is intensified, every individual's sense of responsibility 
for the reneral interests of society is heightened in direct proportion. As 
it says in the RCP Program, "It is only by enhancing the awareness of every 
member of society, by perfecting participation and by heightening personal re- 
sponsibility for the community's general interests that we shall achieve the 
higher, communist form of social management by the masses and the people's 
self-teterrination of their history." 


Therefore constant improvement of the masses' awareness is one of the ways to 
levelop socialist democracy and to prefect the political system in its evolu- 
tion toward communist self-management. It is not by chance that our party re- 
ards forraticn and development of awareness as basic aims of building the 
fully developed socialist society and that all political and cultural-educati- 
nal ferces are concentrated upon their achievement. 


iddition te eradicating the remnants of bourgeois ideology from people's 

consclousness, preventing elements from the former exploiting classes found 

» various levels of the social hierarchy from spreading the backward attitudes 
" these classes, and checking the penetration of harmful foreign ideas through 
ertain channels, the present stage requires measures to combat and eliminate 

e disturbances still caused in our society by individualism, nepotism, fav- 
ritism, and the attempts of some to secure their incomes without working, to 
| letriment of the general interests of the community. 


ink even the accumulation of personal property beyond certain rational lie 
‘ts lowers the level of individual awareness, even if it is leritimstely ac- 
euired (since society vives some of its members more than they need) and 
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especially if it is accurmlated by those who acquire illicit incomes by steal- 
ing public property. In the first place accumlation of personal property be- 
yond reasonable limits tends to distort the consciousness, the objectivity 
and even the attitude and behavior of the owner, and in the second place it 
has a very bad effect upon the consciousness of his offspring and of the mi- 
crocormunities in which he lives and works, 


In the political-ideological effort to form and develop the new awareness, it 
should be remembered that the attitude and behavior of some have been charac- 
terized by complacency, dogmatism, arrogance and subjectivism. These people 
overlook the essential point that socialist society has trained every one of 
them with its resources and has entrusted him with a position in the social 

hierarchy not to raise him above it but so that he will understand the neces- 


sity of serving the general interests of the masses purposefully ard faith- 
fully. 


Therefore a gustained political-ideological effort and a dynaric personnel 
policy designed to check the manifestations of routine and to constantly fos- 
ter the innovating spirit at work, the resolute struugle against the old, and 
promotion of the new end of the revolutionary spirit that should characterize 
the work of all personnel and activists and of our entire party are main ob- 
‘ectives for the improvement of the political system in Romania during con- 
struction of the fully developed socialist society amd preparation for com- 
mnism., The organisms for commmnist self-management can be created only with 
professionally competent personnel with experience in many fields and a high 
leve) of awareness, who will understand the social requirements of the era 
and will act in the peneral interest. 


Lae 
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ANNIVFRSARY OF OINTBRFAK OF Ww il COMMEMORATED 
Rucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 17, 5 Sep 79 pop li-kh, 52 
/article by Sergiu Celac: “Bitter Lessons of History*/ 


[Ttext/ The period between the two world wars was marked by major changes in 
the social-political configuration of the world, resulting in new and active 
factcrs in the arena of history and new developmental trends. It is primarily 
4 matter of the formation and successful development, after the victory of 
the Creat October Socialist Revolution, of the Soviet Union as the first soci- 
alist state and the impact of worldwide historical significance which this 
event had upon the whole world. During this period the organizing power and 
aryrecsiveness of the working class in the capitalist countries increased, the 
apacity of some states formerly under the sole domination of the rreat powers 
to assert their independence grew stronger, and the national liberation move- 
ent in a number of colonial territories and dependencies began to organize 
ind take on political significance. On the other hand the prowing difficult- 
ies of the capitalist system in coping with the new realities were made abund- 
.itly clear by the profound social-political effects of the great depression 
it the end of the 1920's and the start of the 1930's. Under these very dif- 
ficult conditions the reactionary circles of the right in a number of capital- 
ist countries bean trying to escape from the situation created by applicati- 
n of measures of force, both internally and in international relations. A 
number of countries established militaristic, revanchist rezimes, and the ine 
cuman ideology of fascism, aggression and war as well as the denial and open 
violation of the peoples' right to a free and independent existence were ele- 
vated to the rank of a state doctrine. 


once installed in power in Germany in 1933, the Nazi, ultrareactionary and 
‘hauvinist regime of Adolf Hitler's bloody totalitarian dictatorship, an ex- 
»ression of the most bacward trends of imperialism, openly professed a po- 
licy of force, iictation, aggression and war, formulating the grasping theory 
f “Living space." This odious policy, aimed at Hitlerite domination of the 
whole world, led to violation of many nations' sovereignty, to the point of 
overthrow of mational states, genocide against whole populations and natiion- 
alities, and acts of mass terror rightly described as crimes against humanity. 
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After a number of brutal violations of international law and the treaties in 
force, Hitlerite Germany began a rapid succession of violent interventions 

ind attacks by force of arms, and of course the first victims were the smaller 
imi weaker countries. 


And in the years before “i II the fascist plague spread in Europe, seizing poli- 
tical power in Hungary, Italy, Portugal, S3ulgaria and Spain, while in the oth- 
er part of the world, in Japan, a militaristic regime with blata.: aggressive 
termlencies was installed, 


it cannot be said that there were no alarm signals or that the democratic, pro- 
yressive forces and clear minds did not warn of the awful dangers looming on 
the horizon in advance. In fact, even the fascist groups had announced their 
intentions from the start with amazing frankness, as well as the methods plan- 
ned to carry them out. 


The irresponsible complacency of the governments of the rpreat West European 
powers was transformed to complicity in this period by the conclusion of the 
capitulating Munich Accords in September 1938, registering the dismemberment 
of Czechoslovakia. The peace "for a generation” proudly announced on this oc- 
easion by the 8ritish prime minister Chamberlain was soon to become the Calvary 
of a whole peneration, The crucial years of 1938-1938 were marked by a serincs 
f facts constituting a scathing indictment of the obtuse laxity of the states- 
men arxi political forces whe oreferred to temporize and to say “perhaps’ shen 
it was necessary to say a detinite "no” to Hitlerite aggression. Obviously 
one of the basic reasons of the West Buropean politicians in the period just 
before the outoreak of the war was the hope of diverting the expansionist aims 
of Nazi Germany and fascist Italy to Eastern Burope and bringing about an ex- 
hausting conflict of large proportions and long duration between then and the 
Soviet ‘nion. The uncertainty was also aggravated by the U.S. government's 
ambiguous position in this period. 


The aggressive tendencies of the powers of the Berlin-Rome-Tokyo Axis were en- 
couraged and even stimulated by the absence of any clear, comprehensive view 
of the predictable development of the situation, inability to draw the neces- 
sary conclusions from a number of otherwise obvious facts, irresponsible cul- 
tivation of pious wishes and empty illusions, and the invocation, for narrow 
purposes contrary to any elementary political or human morality, of the reason 
of state for concluding some dubious transactions which, moreover, proved ul- 
timately inneffective, 


Tre conciliatory policy inaugurated by the odious Munich agreement and followed 
by other attempts of the governing circles in the West to evade or at least 
postpone a denouement that appeared increasingly evident and inevitable by re- 
sorting to un} isteral concessions to the expansionist insolence of fascism, 
usually at the expense of the vital interests, independence and territorial 
interrity of smaller and weaker states, was to reveal its bankruptcy very soon. 


The many works on the political and military history of the war have recently 
advanced new judgments to explain in depth the social mechanisms of the rise 


oY 





of fascism and the historical context wherein it evolved ami succeeded in 
carrying out its aggressive intentions in a first phase. For it is a fact 
that the doctrivze and practice of fascism took root anid developed on ground 
favorable to concessions ami tolerance that are difficult to unmerstand today, 
ami they were encouraged and supported directly or tacitly by influential Wes- 
tern economic and political circles obsessed with anticommnism Amd it is 
equally true that until Hitlerite Germany's plans for domination and azgrres- 
sion were tangibly confirmed by the course of events, the formation of a con- 
son front to oppose the danger of war was long impeded by mutual suspicions 
ind resertments, excessive temporizing and interminable diplomatic maneuvers 
1, tne part of some leading circles in England and France, the lack of firn- 
ness and unity of the Buropean and other states in the face of the aggressive 
policy of German imperialism, and finally the structural weaknesses of the 
Leayue of Nations. 


Undoubtedly the unfavorable course of events in this period was agyravated by 
the disunity and instability of the labor movement and sterile disagreements 
ind polemics and mutual accusations and recriminations between communists and 
socialists, often fostered by misleading slogans and directives “rom abroad 
that were contrary to the basic interests of the common opposition to fascism 
ind the war, The aggressive Nazi policy was not met in time with the definite 
inswer of all the antifascist political and social forces, which could have 
hecked the spreai of the brown plague by united action and prevented the out- 
»reak of the great world conflagration, 


‘ati Sermany's aggression against Poland precipitated events, which took on 

‘ne character of a chain reaction, In the spring of 1940 Hitlerite Germany 

ittacked and occupied Norway and Denmark in turn and then Belgiua, Holland, 
ixemoucg and France, One year later it opened the Balkan campaign, resulting 
n the occupetion of Yugoslavia and Greece and the enslavement of ulgaria and 

R.ronia, In the summer of 1941 Germany attacked the Soviet Union in violation 
‘* the nomecpression treaty concluded in 1939. The United States entered the 

war in December 1y4l, after the Japanese attack upon its naval base at Pearl 
coor. “The conflagration thus assumed worldwide proportions. 


vreat conflict of forces, unprecedented in history, was not to end until 
, with the unconditional surrender of Hitlerite Germany on 8 May and that 
‘ wi litarist Japan on 2 September. The decisive part in the final victory 
4ae played by the Soviet ‘Inion, the country that bore the brunt of the war in 
ve extent of its front and forces engaged, sacrificed the most lives, ami con- 
tributed the most to Nazi Germany's defeat. An important part was also played 
Lhe other powers of the UN coalition, chiefly the United States, Great Bri- 
t.in and France at the end of the war, A major contribution was also made by 
* the antifase)** resistance of the peoples in the occupied Buropean coun- 
‘\esS, who mobilized extensive patriotic forces. In the case of Yugoslavia 
t became a very widespread people's war. On the Asian front, the essential 
“ole of the Chinese people's war of liberation should be noted, as well as the 
‘iatanee of other peoples victimized by the aggression of Japanese militar- 
mm. Tn the heat of the great battle against fascism the communists alongside 
‘ther democratic and labor forces distinguished themselves by their ardent 
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patriotism. They sacrificed much blood ami took their places in the first 
ranks on the battle fronts and in the resistance movements. 


The mo ilization and widespread participation of the peoples in the fight 
wvalnst fascist and «ilitarist aggression were the main and truly decisive 
factors in the victory and lent the war a just and liberating character. The 
jeplorable end of the aggressors convincingly proved the invincible power of 
peoples who wish to live in freedom and indepersience. It also proved that 
any state that bases its policy upon purposes of domination and oppression, 
however strong it may be at any given point, is doomed to ultimate defeat. 


It is an occasion for patriotic pride to recal] that the workers and the work- 
ing class in Romania, led by their commmnist party, were in the first ranks 

of the peoples' antifascist struggle from the start. The openly antifascist 
political slogans and demands formulated by the labor movement in Romania in 
the course of the great revolutionary struggles in 1933 remained a constant 
of the class battles culminatin,, in the great antifascist and antiwar demon- 
stration om 1 May 1939, conduccved very significantly for the time in the name 
of the workers' unity and the united front of commnists and socialists. Un- 
the very difficult conditions of 1938 and 1939, when grave dangers threat ned 
Romania, the ROP and other democratic amd progressive forces took a firm stand 
‘n defense of our national sovereignty and territorial integrity, resolutely 
retected the Munich policy and definitely condemned the invasion of Czecho- 
Slovakia and the Nazi aprression against Poland. The history of those years 
records innumerable examples of the militant solidarity of the labor and demo- 
cratic movement and the Romanian people with the peoples invaded by fascism 
an? with their fight to regain their national independence and sovereignty. 


AS we know, Homania’s strategic position and important resources, especially 
petroleum and agricultural products, made it a point of special interest from 
the Start in the Nazi Reich's political maneuvers. These plans were facilita- 
ted by the treasonable policy of the reactionary pro-Germin circles ami the 
repeated evidences of weakness at the top against the arrogance and criminal 
actions of the Hitlerite agents inside the country ami especially against the 
[ron Ouard terrorist organization, an agency of Hitlerite Germany in Romania. 
Profiting by Romania's intermtional isolation and the vacillations and inde- 
cision of the rulers of the time, Nazi Germany employed a wide range of meth- 
ods of dominating Romania, from economic and political pressures to actual 
dismemberment of the nation, Imperialist dictation from Vienna and later the 
entry of German troops into Romania led to its enslavement to the ends of Ger- 
man imperialism, to the establishment of a military dictatorship, and to the 
involvement of the nation in the anti-Soviet war against the will of its peo- 
ple. In this very difficult period the RG acted with consistent revolution- 
ary fimoness and used a great variety of ways and means of mobilizing all the 
healthy forces of the nation to form extensive alliances on a common, demo- 
cratic and antifascist platform and to extricate Romania from the war and 
alien it with the anti-Hitlerite coalition, 


After the victory of the antifascist and anti-imperialist revolution for soci- 
sl and national liberation in august 1944, Romania tovether with the Soviet 
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"nion ami the ther allies in the United Nations played an active part in the 
final jefert of Nazi Germany. Romania's alliance with the anti-Hitlerite co- 
slition and the participation of the Romanian army, with a complement of more 
than half a million fighters, in the military operations for the complete ii- 
beration of the ccuntry as well as that of Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Austria, 
nave been rightly recarded as a major contribution to curtailment of the war 
amd to the final victory. In his speech at the Ceremonial Assembly in Honor 
of 73 August, Nicolae Ceausescu said in reference to the significance of the 
events of 35 years azo, "The outbreak of the revolution for social and nati- 
omal liberation in August 19.4 inaugurated a new stage of our national history 
and opened the way to fulfillment of the Romanian people's ideals and hopes 
for justice and freedom and to Romania's assertion assertion as a free and 
worthy nation among the nations of the world. The insurrection marked the be- 
‘rinning of extensive social movements of the masses, under the leadership of 


the working class and the communist party, on behalf of the revolutionary re- 
form of Romanian society." 


Tne passave of four decades since the outbreak of WWII is an occasion for re- 
ollection and reflection. The extensive space devoted to recollections of 
the war in the international press and in various general publications as well 
15 the many monographs and memoirs on this subject evidence a genuine interest 
in knowin, and understanding it. It is a healthy phenomenon, reflecting the 
rom and more widely felt need to act knowledgeably to prevent any recurrence 
“the past. Clearly history does not repeat itself, Even strikingly sirilar 
situations can develop differently and most often do so. In politics historie- 
‘) precedents do not usually give rise to imitative reactions. Yet ignoring 
t.e hard lessons of the past, passing over then in silence or de’iberately 
attenuating them when they provoke contemporary reactions is more than a 
crise, it is an error, to revive a once famous adage. 


.3 essential, now as always, to approach the highly complex problems of man- 
ird's present and future evolution in a realistic and constructive spirit, 
tn creative imagination and political courage. That is why we can no longer 
ier te anachronistic phenomena and practices the survival of which is inex- 
le and in any case intolerable, and in open contradiction with the new 
‘cal conditions and the processes of reform in the modern world. And 
rat is why we must now make a more concerted, more intensive amd more consis- 
‘ent effort to eliminate the historical "remnants" as a prerequisite for fen- 
val prorcress and a better future. We need today, perhaps more than ever, 4 
ritical reap; raisal of some concepts of the theory and practice of interna- 
‘tional relations that have become habitual but are now outmoded, and of some 
e-sided and subjective approaches once occasioned by momentary interests 
d wronely elevated to the rank of objective deterrinations. "se need is 
eat of a comprehensive outlook, shared as widely as possible, and a long- 
mye policy for uniting all the advanced, progressive forces of humanity and 
for enlisting the masses and the peoples in specific action in their common 
‘ifort to finally abolish the policy of force and war and to place intermti- 


relations on a new and truly democratic basis of equality, good will 
"i collaboration, 





One area of mator interest in this rerard is the effort to evaluate the world 
si tuat‘ on viewed as a whole and the development of a sciertific capacity to 
sin-.e out what is imporiort in the course of events ani to distinguish arong 
risks those that are most serious, and among favorable factors those that are 
viable and consistent. The axplex and contradictory nature of modern devel- 
opments rakes it necessary to see realistically how and in what direction the 
component factors in the world balance of power sre changing, ami what forms 
are being taken by the opposition of the backward forces, interested in con- 
serving the old situations, and what ways there are of fulfilling all peoples’ 
hopes for peace, security and prosperity. 


Such an analysis, made with the tools of dialectical and historical materiale 
iam and regularly updated in the light of new facts anc trends, dDrings out the 
broad confrontation going on in the world of today between the attempt to per- 
petuate the old practices of the imperialist policy of force, domination, 
pressure, exploitation and enslavement and, on the other hand, the increasin- 
ly strong assertion of the will of the peoples everywhere to do away with this 
policy, to live in freedom and independence, and to organize a new, democratic 
and just system for widespread development of their relations ami peaceful col- 
laboration on a worldwide scale. The great processes of reform that have now 
.ncluded al] international affairs and the rapid changes that have taken place 
in the disposition of the soclalepolitical forces and in the way they formulate 
ind prom te their interests are accompanied by a general aggravation of the 
contradictions and a revival and intensification of the attempts to divide the 
world into spheres of influence and dominance and to resort to the practices 

of the policy of force, and this entails grave dangers to world peace, includ- 
ine the danger of o test of power of global proportions. 


Sut intensive scientific analysis of the specific facts leads to the conclusion 
‘at this danver is neither imminent nor inevitable. The decades that have 
passed since the victorious conclusion of the anti-Hitlerite war have been 
marked by great revolut! onary, social and national reforms and ma‘or changes 
in the balances of power in the world arena in favor of the forces of progress, 
“reedom and peace, The transformation of socialism into a vast force of mod- 
ern times, the emerrence cf a great rany new independent states, and the growth 
of the revolutionary, progressive and democratic movements in all quarters of 
the plobe are affecting the whole evolution of the world more and more intens- 
ively. Under there new conditions, the peoples and the responsible and sane 
»olitieal forces can forestall a bad turn of events anid establisn a radical and 
truly irreversible turning point in the direction of a climate of peace, pood 
will and cooperation amcng all mations of the world, 


There is no question that the process of revolutionary social reform is and ale 
wayS will be accompanied by new forms of social organization and construction, 
varying from one country to another with the decree of development of the pro- 
tuctive forces and with the distinctive historical, social and national charace 


teristics, These facts and tremis are also reasons for seeking and applying 
new moxlels and structures of international relations capable of coping with 
tne prowing complexity and diversity of the component elements of the world 


picture and capable of creating a stable and also sufficiently flexible systen 











for constructive treatment ani just settlement of problems of fereral irterest 
vy democratic means, 


in view of the unprecetented dynamism of the facts of experience, the theory 
of international relations also demands new approaches everywhere which, in 
the lient of the lessons of history and the new developing realities, will pro- 
tuce veali tatively new solutions and altermtives free of the ballast of petri- 
“led thourht entirely confined to the criteria of force. Despite the bitter 
lessons of Wall and the fact that experience in the last few decaies has pro- 
vided more and sore new evidence that the use of force does not actually solve 
ary problem, political doctrines based on military strategy and lack of confi- 
lence in reason and modern man's ability to develop solutions radically differ- 
ert from those of the past sometimes persist on the conceptual level. what is 
core, a mumber of theories have proliferated recently in a munber of western 
countries that deliberately foster false premises, as if nothing has changed 

mn Ure world, obscuring essential contradictions and maintaining the fiction 

f "permonent inecuality” among people and nations, exploitation, and domirna- 
tion oy force. This also includes the attempts to rehabilitate some long out- 
raded conmeepts, as the theorists of the *new right” in Western Europe are do- 
‘ye, or even to cxonerate neofascist, chauvinist and racist ideas. 

“we fact le even sore alarming that in addition to these ambitious theories 

mi doctrines, the extreme rightists in various countries are miking effective 
«fforta to rerroup and play a political role again. New neofascist ,roups and 

rparizations are springing up and propagating racisz, chauvinism and hatred 
aron. peoples. In view of the lessons of history, which show how dangerous 
Lolerarce of fascism can be, the advanced social forces ard the peoples must 
take the nost resolute and aggressive action to check any new rise of fascisn 

i to saferuard the freedom, independence and peace of mankind, 


om tion] developments indicate that even now, 35 years after the end of 
there are still quite frequent manifestations in the world of the old 
policy of force, pressure and interference in the internal affairs of other 
tates, “here are still hotbeds of discord and conflict, and attempts to in- 
‘© So-called solutions and settlements fror without that are contrary to 
* basic interests of the peoples. Note also in, this connection the recon- 
endaticns of certain political circles in some western countries to resort 
») military interventions in the internal affairs of some sovereirm states be- 
suse of the present world crisis in rew materials and energy. These very ne- 
itive phenomena are seriously jeopardizing the effort toward detente and col- 
ration, impairing the evolution of international relations, and creating 
i maintalning sources of discord and suspicion. The experience of history 
nd the requirements of modern development call for decisive action on a worlde 
<ue scale t© repudiate any attempt to settle international disputes by mil- 
‘ary means, to fimally abolish the policy of force, and to consistently pro- 
te peaceful political means of settling international problens. 


\s {go the basis of Romania's steadfast policy of firmly rejecting any act of 
roe in relations among states or any attempt to settle the existing problems 
force of arms, however complex or difficult they may be. The many proposals 
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and stanis taken by Romania ard its specific contributions, tne value of which 
is widely recognized today, to the promotion of peaceful methods of resolving 
some highly complex problems attest to this principled policy. With the same 
sense of re~ amibility for mankind's peaceful future, Romaia has uated and 
developed its propormal forvmlated in 1975 recommending entry on the avenda of 
the session of the UN General Assembly in the fall of this year a special point 
conerrning peaceful settlement of international differences. 


The states’ commitment, in accordance with the UN Charter and other interrati- 
umal documents of universal validity, to renounce the use or threat of force 
to settle disputes among them must be supplemented and strenrthenei by practi- 
cal measures to curtai] and gradually eliminate the raterial instruments of 
war, ramly armed forces and arvanm:.ts, from human experience. And the pres- 
emt situation is particularly alarming in this respect. The general develop- 
ment of military equipment and especially the appearance and growth of massive 
stockpiles of muclear-rocket arms and other weapons of mass distruction have 
brutally simplified the criteria (political, moral or ideological) for evalua- 
tion. [t is no lorwer a question of legal subtleties or fine etlical nuances 
tut of the very survival of muman civilization. 


‘\evertieless the armaments race has gone on and even increased in intensity, 
vy swelling the arsenals of nuclear arms and other weapons of mass destruction 
to absurd proportions unjustified by ary consideration of national security, 
by perfecting armaments and introducing new and sophisticated systems of mod- 
ern weapons, and by expanding military competition in more and more new areas 
of the world, Besides the intrinsic threat to world peace presented by the 
eyistence and further accwmlation of these vehicles of death and destruction, 
the armaments race is now an enormous consumer of material resources and in- 
vestaents in intelligence diverted from their proper use to further the econo- 
mic, social and cultural progress of al] peoples. The UNESCO statistics show 
that the world's ailitary expenditures amount to nearly 6 percent of its cross 
utput compared with the S percent spent on education and the 2.5 percent for 
health protection. 


Tn view of these facts decisive action must be taken to check the arranents 
race, because in this area declarations of good intentions must be followed up 
ind confirmed by specific facts ard by programs for comprehensive disarmament 
neasures, especially for nuclear disarmament. Romania's proposals to various 
international meetings and nerotiating forums, especially the series of mea- 
sures submitted for discussion to the special session of the UN General Assem- 
bly last spring, are distinguished by the rradual approach, broad scope, and 
realistic mature of the recormendations, At the same time Romania has been 
receptive to ary other constructive proposals and prorrams for disarvarent, 
however Limited, 


The necessary conclusions drawn from the bad experience of  !! indicate that 
t is a historical irperative today to form a broad battle front to promote 
peaceful, democratic solution of international problems, to firmly introduce 
and yenerally apply the principles of full equality of rights, observance of 

rational sovereignty and independence, noninterference in internal affairs, 
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umd abstention Crom use or threat of force in relations among states, amd to 
implenent every people's right to full mastery of their fate and their mation- 
:) rescurces ant to self-determination with no outside interference. 


Tror. this standpoint it is particularly important to build a lasting systen of 
security and collaboration in Burope, a continent that has suffered so many vi- 
clesituies of history and still presents a highly complex and contradictory 
picture todsy. Actually, against the peneral background of intensified inter- 
national contradictions, it is in Burope, which was the starting point ard the 
main theates of the two creat wars of this century, that the effects my be 
most keenly felt of problems that have not been entirely solved after 35 years, 
tue effects of the division of the continent into opposing military blocs and 
of the lack of confidence, «nowledge and mrvtual understanding thet can provoke 
rrationmal reactions and serve as pretexts for interference and pressure, and 
“an perpetuate real dangers to general peace and security. 


More than |. years after the conclusion of the Helsinki Conference for Security 
ind Cooperation in Burope, we find that a mumber of problems that should have 
een resolved Long ago are still latent and that not enough has been done to 
iyply the provisions of the Final Act in their entirety ard to make new and 
real prorress in all fields of international relations. With an eye to the 
next peneral European meeting in Madrid next year, Romania has been active and 
‘as iivanced rany suggestions to lend force and consistency to the processes 
of detente and development of collaboration, and especially to establish a 
raciical turning point in the direction of effective measures for cilitary dis- 
‘warement and disarmament, without which no peace or real security in Europe 
r the world is conceivable. 


jtron, opposition to the policy of force and domination and to the practition- 
“3s of tis policy and the effort to achieve disarmament, especially nuclear, 
', to organize a lasting peace in Burope amd the whole world are major and 
‘S.cally important polnts in the foreign policy pursued by our party and 
‘Love. Fomania's firm, militant attitude toward the basic problems of current 
‘termitional relations (based on the decisions of the %th, 10th and 1)th party 
~resses, incorporating Nicolae Ceausescu's brilliant theoretical and prac- 
~i) contributions) is unalterably opposed to any neutralist trends and those 
f objectivist-abstract contemplation or fatalistic resignation to the real 
‘hreats to world peace. Om the contrary, it is a policy for the active conm- 
tment of the advanced forces of mankind to the historic worldwide ecffort to 
check the old imperialist policy of force, domination and dictatorship and to 
stablish a new policy of free collaboration among independent and sovereign 


’ \teB. 


~e lessons learned from the tragic errors of the past tell us that no effort 
in be too ereat to rescue the nations from a new and devastating war and to 
ij i a world without arms and without wars, a world of good will and peaceful 
lLisboration among free and sovereign nations. The Romanian people regard it 
» he duty of all states, governments, parliazents, politicians and the broad 
relies of public opinion to take full cognizance of their historical respensi- 

oilily and to make every effort to meet the legitimate expectations of the 
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peoples everywhere. Rorania's foreign policy is based on the idea that now 


—-~ 


re than ever it is the duty of the advanced social forces, 1s Dearers of his- 
torical progress and representatives of the true interests of the peoples, to 
*t in unison ars to rally around them all men of pood will in the -reat battl 


1 democratic reorranization of international] relations ani for the salvation 
ind comsolidation of the general peace, In pointing out the essential identity 


we Be -- 
. tive +, 


the idea of socialism and the idea of peace, Nicolae Ceausescu said, "#e 
ee i “rom the fact that freeing mankind from the danger of wars and build- 
im: a world of peace and good wi.1] among peoples have always been the supreme 
‘oals of the working class, the socialist movement and the comwwnists. ‘ow 
more than ever it is the responsibility of the forces of socialium, the work- 
ivy class and the militant revolutionmries everywhere to do all they can to 
ichieve this vital aim, thus accomplishing their noble historical mission of 
- 


‘- 


world of peace, friendship an? equality among all peoples.” 
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ISLAMIC PAPER DISPUTES SERIES ON MOSLEM WARTIME ACTIONS 
2arajevo PREPOROD in Serbo-Croatian No 18, 15-30 Sep 79 p l 


/Article by H. Neimarlijas “*A Trifle'"7 


{Text/ In early August Dervis Susic began to publish a series entitled 
“Parergon™ in OSLOBODJENJE, (According to 8, Klajic’s Veli! Rjecnik 
Stranih Fijeci /Large Dictionary of Foreign wordsj, “parergon" means some- 
thing incidental, a trifle, a minor and incidental work of a writer.) As 
the subtitle states, the series consists of “excerpts from an unpubl ished 
book of literary-documentary notes about Tal,” the hero of Susic’s still 
unpublished novel, and they are concerned with certain events “ from the 
Saint Vitus’s Day Constitution to Pavelic’s cabinet,” or, more accurately, 
with characters from Moslem petit-bourgeois structures and from the leader~- 
Ship of the Islamic clergy and the Islamic Community of that period. S5y 
referring to it as a “parergon" and to its contents as “literary-documen- 
tary notes,” Susic has used a title and subtitle which disclaim any strict 
historiographic responsibility and any full-fledged commitment to history, 
and, on the basis of the installments published so far, the series was 
written in that spirit. Undefined in its form and without any very firm 
internal principle to bind the material together, it is neither the usual 
documentary-historical account, nor a scholerlytrearise, "or yet a free 
literary transposition of a time that was filled to the oursting with a 
great variety of events and grave troubles for Moslems and all our peoples, 
Its content is actually a mixture of various “documents" and the author's 
assumptions. impressions and generalizing interpretations and evaluations 
of certain events and figures from the period of the Saint Vitus’s Day 
Constitution and earlier up to Pavelic’s cabinet and thereafter, 


The very publication of “Parergon,” however, was heralded in a way that 
probably no other piece in OSLOBODJENJE has ever been announced, Aside 
from several thumping announcements of the eyecatching variety in OSLOBO- 
UJENJE itself, Susic’s series was advertised over TY and Radio Sara ievo 
and in other newspapers, it is quite understandable chat these unheard-of 
announcements and resounding advertisements aroused the Proadest interest 
in the contents of “Parergon" even before its publication began and im 








parted to it a significance which at the very first glance is difficult to 
square with the way it is defined in the title and supposed significance it 
Suggests, However, at present, while “Parergon” is still being published, 
it obviously is not possible to deal in say complete way with the author's 
accounts, interpretations and assessments of people and events from the 
time he is talking about. For that reason ihe issue of their importance, 
soundness and purport is one which can be properly resolved only when the 
entire text of Susic's series has been published, And that is a task of 
course for those whose duty and responsibility it is to resolve it -- not 
only because of the importance of “Parergon” which advertising has imposed, 
vevertheless, there are several urgent reasons even now for something to be 
Said in this place at least in passing about Susic’s series in OSLOBODJENJ?. 


in the very first installment of the series one thing which Susic did was 
to take an expressly political approach both to individual Moslem dourgeois 
politicians and also to figures in the leadership of the Isiamic Community 
and the |lslamic clergy in the period between the wars and the war years. 
Having crammed them into the same bag, he also issued a drumheac verdict 
that they were all plundrers and traitors to their own people. In the later 
instailemts he extends this judgment of the religious leaders of the Mos- 
lems all the way back to the Turkish era (vakat), and, making a sole excep- 
tion .or Vzemaludin Causevic, he minces no words in going on to Say that 
none of these people had even elementary intelligence, If we are to believe 
"“Parcrgon,”™ we find that the religious leaders and respected figures of the 
“ostems in these parts have even since Turkish times heen fools, thieves and 
traitors to the ‘“ioslem people, and our Islamic past has been nothing other 
then a realm of darkness and stupidity. By the very logic of this assess- 
rent ocothirne else can follow than that these religious people were altoge- 
ther tnceocable of acts which would have constructive moral and human im- 
ortance, which ts why, for Susic,to attribut importance to the Ei-Hidaja 
“esolution, for example, in which representatives of the Islamic clergy 


rasied their voices against the Usta’ ha atrocities, is nothing more than 
hauvinisea, 


i.» mot ditticult of course to imagine what assessments of this kind 
renerally do and can stanitfy. Many officers and members of the Isiamic 
omwunity have from various quarters begun to appeal to the organs and 
‘jeures of the |slamic Community and the Islamic press for condemation of 
this kind of writing end for opposition to it. Many have even protested 
and are now protesting as though Dervis Susic has been publishing his anni- 
nilation of the Islamic past of the Moslems with the blessing of the Islamic 


smmunity, And there have been a great number who have simply asked for 
© organs of the Islamic Community und Islamic press to ans er the ques- 
‘ons: «hat are Susic's condemnations sained at? who needs them? and «ho 


behind them; 


ntering, then, tanto detalls not tnto those parts of the serics 


i ire a tas for scholarly analyses and verification on a plane which 
’ cither proper to nor required of the Islamic Community, but pledging 
to have perhaps a tes words to say about the assertions and judgments we 
have even now had to let pass until “Parergon” is published in its en- 


tirety, tt appears that on this occasion there is nothing else that can be 
Saic except to as* the questions: «het is the real purpose of this? 
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BRIEFS 
LN ii] ISLAMIC LEADERS-- Vics president of the Executive Council of 
: ! Macedonia and president of the Repub l i< Comission tar 
:tions with the Religious Communities, Goga Nikolovski, received the 
? ident f the Supreme Authority of the Islamic Community in Yugoslavia, 
lema Hadzi Haim effendi Hadzi Abdic and Hadzi Bedri eftfendi Hamid 
nt of the Authority of the Islamic Community of Macedonia, and their 


tiring the conversation thoughts were exchanged concerning th 


t tween the socialist community and the Islamic religious commun- 
[Ve wa decided that these relations are deve loping in ft » spirit ol 
titution and the Law on the Legal Status of tl Religious Communi- 


<t] [Skopje NOVA MAKEDONIJA in Macedonian 3 Oct 79 p 6] 
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